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The PRESJDENT took the Chair at 4.30
lm., and read prayers.

QUESTION. If

MANGANESE ORE.

As to Port of ShipmenAt.

lion. 11. K. WATSON (for Ron. H. A.
C. Daffen) asked the Honorary Minister for
Agriculture:

(1) Is the MNinister aware that in the
Trade and Finance columns of "The West
Australian" of the 22nd September, there
appeared a statement that manganese ore
i being railed from Mjeekatbarra to Fre-
mantle at the rate of i,00ao tons per month?9

(2) Does it not appear obvious that a
larger quantity per month could be railed
to the natural port of Qeraldton and so save
not only train miles but traffic congestion
and rollingstck?

(3) Will the Minister endeavour to 'have
this arrangement altered so as to divert de-
livery of the ore to Qeraldton for ship-
ment?

The HONORARY INISTER replied:

(1) Yes.

(2) Yes, but as the Commissionvr 43k

Riailways is a common carrier, delivery
must be made to the point selected by the
cons;,gnor.

(3) Alternative freight rates to Gerald-
ton andi Fremantle 'were quoted, but the
eontractor has notified the department that
initial shipments must he made through
Fremnantle.

BILLS (2)-FIRST READING.

1, Friendly Socil'ties Act Amendment.

2, Margarine Act Amendment.

Introduced by the Honorary Ilini.ter
for Agriculture.

LEAVE Or ABSENCE.

On motion by Hon. R,. Al. Forrest, leave
of absence for six consecutive sittingp-
granted. to Hon. F. R. Welsh (North) on
the ground of ill-health.

* BILLS (3)-THIRD READING.

1, Licensing Act Amnendment.

Transmitted to the Assembly.

2Hospitals Act Amendment.
31, Railway (Brown Hill Loop Kalg-oor-

lie-Gnumballa Lake) Discontinance.-

Passqed.

BIL-CONSTITUTZON ACTS AMZPW-
MENT (No. 1).

Second Reading.

THE CHIEF SECRETARY (H1on. H1. S.
W. Parker-MeAtropolitan-S-uburban) [4.441
in moving the second reading said: The
passing by the Commonwealth Parliament
of the Pharmaaceutical Benefits Act, 1947,
is the reason for the introduction of this
Bill. Following representations by certain
interested parties, the Solicitor General was
asked for an opinion as to whether a per-
son who was an "approved pharmaceutical
chemist" within the meaning of the Phar-
maceutical Benefits Act was disqualified as!
a member of the Western Australian Par-
liament.,
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As members ore aware, under the Corn-
tnonwealth free medicine schenme, the pro-
scription is taken to tile chemist and the
Commnon wealth pays him for the medicine
.,o supplied. It then becomes a question as
to whether the chemist's position is an of-
flce of proft within the meaning of the
Constitution Act, That question was sub-
mitted to the Solicitor General who gave
considerable thought to it and he furnished
a lengthy opinion on the subject, in the
course of which he said-

Having in view the fact that English law
has always construed the phrase ''office of
porofit under the Crown" I widely where the con-
struction is favourable to ensuring that main-
bers of Parliament do not come tinder the eon-
trot of the Crown and do not impair their
independence, I think it quite possible that an
approved chemist might hold all office of profit
under the Crown for the purposes of Sections
37 and 38 of our Constitution Acts Amend-
nieat Act, 1899.

Briefly, the Solicitor General considers
that there is a decided possibility that chem-
ists approved ider the Commonwealth Act
would be holding an office of profit under
the Crown. In the opinion that he has sub-
initted he has pointed out that nder the
Phnrmnaeeutical Benefits Act the granting of
approval of a chemist has the effect of creat-
ing a statutory relationship between the per-
son approved and the Commonwealth, as
well as between hin and members of the
public. He is bound to supply pharmanceuti-
eat benefits to the public, without charge,
and by so doing he hecomes entitled to pay-
ment by the Commionwealth. The amount
payable is determined by the Governor-
General in Council by regulation. The chemn-
ist is subject to supervision by the Director-
(leneral whose approval may be suspended
or revoked, for good cause shown.

An English judicial ruling is to the ef-
fect that a person appointed as a chemist
to a town council held an office or place of
pirofit in the gift of the council and had a
contract or employment therewith although
his only emolumnent had been profit on 4d.
worth of oil supplied to the council's fire
brigade. Legal opinion in Victoria has held
that chemists in that State who were ap-
proved tinder the Commonwealth Act, are
disqualified from sitting in the Victorian
Parliament. A similar opinion affects mem-
bers of the Federal Parliament.

It may be argued that the term "Crown"
in this State's legislation should apply only

[5s]

to the Crown in right of Western Australia.
Legal opinion is that the term is wide
enough to cover the Crown in all its aspects
and extends to the Crown in the right of
the Commonwealth. In the circumstances,
the Bill is introduced to put the matter be-
yond doubt and to permit chemists and
medical practitioners to enter the Parlia-
ment of Western Australia even though they
have been approved under the Pharmaceuti-
cal Benefits Ad. I move-

That the Bill be now read a second time.

Question put.

The PRESIDENT: It is necessary that
the Bill he passed by an absolute majority
of the members of the Council. I shall
divide the House,

Division taken.

The PRESII)ENT: There being no dis-
sentient vote and an absolute majority of
members being present, I declare the second
reading carried.

Question thus passed.

Bill read a second time.

,.Committee.

Bill passed through Committee without
debate, reported without amendment and the
report adopted.

BILL-INDUSTRIES ASSISTANCE ACT
AMENDMENT (CONTINUANCE).

Second Reading.

THE CHIE SECRETARY (Hon. H. S.
W.' Parker-Metro pol itan- Suburban) [4.52]
in mioving the second reading said: This
Bill -s a hardy annual. The parent Act was
introduced in 1915 for the purpose of en-
abling advances to lie made to farmers who
suffered in the severe drought of 1913-14.
The leg-islation has been continued each year
for a period of 12 months. Obviously, it is
necessary to continue the Act for some time
in order that future advances may be made
under it and that the existing securities may
be protected. It is now proposed to con-
tinue the Act for a period of live years, in-
stead of 12 months. At present, £18,061
principal, together with £1,156 interest, is
owing to the Giovernment, while during the
past year advances of £E13,313 were made
under the Act.
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lon. A. L. Loton: What is the number
of the persons to whom the adivances. were
made?

THE C11IEF SECR ETARY:- I am afraid
I have not those particulars. It is teared
that it will be necessary to make advances
under the Act to some farmers during the
elnsiinz five years and therefore it is deemed
advis able to extend the legislation for that
jperiod. I move-

That the Bill be now read a sevond time.

On motion by Hon. A. Thomson, debate
adjourned.

BILL-WHEAT POOL ACT
AMENDMENT.

Second Reading.

Debate resumed from the previous day.

HO.N. L. A. LOGAX (Central) [4.54]:
There is nothing very much in this Bill.
Prior to the war, the voluntary wheat pool
accumulated certain small percentages which
could not be distributed to the farmers. A
very considerable sunm of money was thus
accumulated, probably £130,000. It has been
lying idle and this Bill will enable it to be
invested, so that it may earn interest pend-
ing the time when it will be distributed, and
the money will be increased to that extent.
I support the second reading.

Questioni put and passed.

Bill read a second time.

In Committee.

Hon. J. A. Dinimitt in the Chair, the
Honorary Minister for Agriculture, in charge
of the Bill.

Clauses 'I andI 2-agreed to.

Clause 3-Amendment of Section 15 (5)
We)

lion. A. THOMSON:.\' Can the 'Minister
inform the Committee what the position of
those farmers is who have sold their farms
or retired from businessq, but who still have
an interest in the money that has been ac-
cumulated? Portion of the money actually
belun-as to them.

lion-. L. Craig: It belongs to all the wheat
farmers.

lion. A. THOM01SON: 'Many of the
farmers I have mentioned feel that they

should be entitled to share in the avvuriu-
lation.

Rlon. L. CRAIG: -Mr. Thomson has raLsetl
a most interesting and important point. I
understand, however, that it is not pro-
posed to distribute these aecumiulations,
which, as 'Mr. Logann pointed out, have been
built up from small margins which could not
be distributed to the farrners. The money
was put in a reserve fund. This clause will
give the trustees of the fund power to invest
the accumulations in securities other
than those approved for trust inve~ment.
The trustees are committed to certain gilt-
edged investments of very low-earning ca-
pacity. The Bill gives them the right to
invest in anythiag they like, such as shares
--or racehorses if they so desire. Members

mnight say that is not very sound, but it must
be remembered that a trustee retires each
year and is re-appoiuted by the Wheat-
growers' Council. That is a big safeguard.

The very choice people of the wheatg-row-
ing industry are elected. Today the trustees
are Mlessrs. Teadale, Bath, Russell and one
other, and they are men of the highest in-
tegrity. They are looking for investments
which will yield a little better than Coln-
monwealth bonds. I am not sure that they
have not in mind the purchase of a hostel
or some similar property in Perth for the
use of wheat farmers. It is proposed that
there shall not he a distribution of cash,
but that the fund will be used so as to bene-
fit the wheatgrowers and the industry for
all time. If this sum were spread amongst
everyone who contributed to time wheat
1p001, each individual would probably gept
about 2g. 6d.

Hon. A. iL. Loton: Have you any idlea
of the exact amount in hand at the jnoment ?

Hon. L. CRAIG: No, hut it is a largcv
sum which has been accnnmlulating since
1932. Neither it, nor the income ha- b een
spent.

The HIONORARY MINXISTER FOR
AGRICULTURE: It was never intendled
that the people wvho put wheat into the pool
would participate in these fractions. They'
are very smnall, like the totalisator fractions;.
I do not agree with Mr. Craig that the
trustees could invest the taO ney on raev'-
horses.

Hon. L. Craig: That was an exag-Zera-
tion!
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The HONORARY MINISTER FOR
AGRICULTURE: The clause states that
the trustees may turn the money to account.
I do not think that putting it on a race-
horse -would be turning it to account.

Hon. 0. Fraser: It mnight be.

The HONORARY MW1ISTER FOR
AGRICULTURE: At the moment the
trustees maerely bare the power to amalga-
mate all the funds. I suppose they put the
money in the bank and get about two per
vent, interest. This measure gives further
lpower. It provides that they may invest any
moneys inl the purchase of real estate with
power to sell, transfer, improve, manage,
develop, exchange, let, mortgage, or other-
wise dispose of, deal with, or turn to ac-
count, It is desirable that this power be
given) to the trustees who are, as Mr. Craig
has said, men of irreproachable character.
The wheat growers never expected to get
any cash from this fund, but the farmers,
generally, will deri've a benefit, There is
£130,000 in the fund, and it is proposed to
buy a property which, if it is not purchased
soon, will be bought hy someone else.

Hon. A. THOMLSON: I do not doubt the
integrity of the trustees, but this Bill will
empower them to retain the whole of the
money. I know individual farmers who have
discussed the disposal plans in connection
with the money that has accumulated in the
purchase of wool. They maintain they should
receive any surplus in cash. If we pass
this measure we may establish a precedent
that will re-act against the woolgrowers to
a greater extent than might be imagined.
Farmers who have retired should be entitled
to receive their shore of the accumulated
funds.

I suggest to the Minister that he should
not press for the passing of the Bill, hut
.hould discuss the matter with the Wheat
Pool to ind out whether consideration has
been given to distributing portion of the
money. Tile farmers still carrying on are
the ones who will receive the benefit from
this fund. It is not of much use to people
who hove been wheatgrowing for 30 years
and are now retired, An occasional £25
would be very useful to them. I appeal to
the Minister not to pass the Bill, but to dis-
cuss the point I have raised.

The HTONORARY MINISTER FOR
AGRICUTLTURE: I cannot agree to Mr.
Thomson's suggestion. I do not know how

the trustees could arrive at the amount that
a man who was retired would be entitled
to, These fractions have been going on for
years and they are so small that it would
be hard to say that Mr. Jones should get
£C25, Mr. Smith £15, and so on. I do not
know that an account of the fractions has
been kept. They just go into the fund. I du
not believe any farmer expects to get any-
thing from them. I do not expect to get
anything, and I do not know anyone who
does. The amount has been spread among
about 12,000 farmers since 1932. It would
he impossible to allocate the money.

Hon. L, A. LOGAN: I think Mr. Thom-
son is a little off the track in mentioning
wool. When we signed the contract to de-
liver wvheat to the voluntary pooi, it was an
understood condition that any undistributed
margins Would go into a fund, the purpose
of which is outlined in the Bill. It was
never intended that they would benefit the
wheatgrowcrs individually, but as a whole
throughout the State,

Hen, A. THOMSON: The proceeds of
the Wheat Pool in the early days belonged
to the whole of the farming community.
The Minister says it would be impossible
to arrive at a decision in connection with
this matter. I am getting rather tired of
being told that it is absolutely impossible
to su])ply informiation that is sought. A
person who has contributed for a number
of years has a right to his interest in the
fund. The Honorary Minister says he has
not heard of anybody who expects to re-
eive anything from the fund.

The Honorary Minister for Agriculture:
I said I had not heard of anybody who had
asked for the money.

Hon. A, THO.MSON: I could introduce
the Honorary Minister to at least three
perswns at present residing in Katanning
who have done so. They raised the point
with me, but they were dealing particularly
with wool. I am not going to force a
division, but I have asked a plain question.

Hon, G. W. Miles: The Minister could
report progress and give you time to look
into the matter.

Hon. A. THOMSON: That is what I am
suggesting. Certain people are entitled to
know the position. At least I have cleared
my conscience in connection with those who
discuassed the point with me.
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The HONORARY MINI STER FOR
AGRICULTURE: The point raised by Mr.
Thomson is very interestinge. If we delay
the Bill, I know that we could not obtain
any infornmation from the trustees. Whether
we oppose the Bill or otherwise, the trustees
have the requisite power now. If anything
could he done I would not mind holding the
Bill over for a fortnight, but I cannot see
that any good purpose would be served by
so doing.

Hion, L. CRAIG: If the Bill is passed it
will not affect the position. The measure
is instigated by the wheatgeowers them-
selves aind they have appointed a council
Which, in turn, has appointed trustees who
have power to do anything. I believe the
wheatgrowing industry is worth a good
many millions to this State, but will the
returns come hack to the growers under the
special agreement between the Australian
and British Governments, which provides
that on the sale of wheat to countries out-
side the Empire, the proceeds shall be dis-
tributed equally between the wheatgrowers?

Hon. A. Thomson: I suppose you know
that the Commonwealth Government pro-
poses to use that money in another diree-
tion.

Hion. L. CRAIG: That was suggested,
hut I do not know whether it has any au-
thority to do that. This is an entirely differ-
eat matter altogether. That money has
been ear~ning interest and has probably
doubled its value.

Hlon. G. W. Miles: What is going to
happen to this money eVentually?

Hon. L. CRAIG : It will be spent for the
benefit of the industr 'y generally. The
trustees have that Power. There are four
trusteest ujud it is entirely in the bands of
the wheatgrowcrs themselves as to what
hall. he done wxith the money. With these

-;mall fractioos. they have said: "You take
them and do What you canl with them." If
we do not paus; the Bill, it will mean that
the money' will hare to hep put into other
kinds of investments. The Bill is only ex-
tending the swope as to what they shall do
with the money.

lion. IT. 'K. WATSON: As Mr. Crai-
has exiilained, the Bill is to extend the
seopp of the investment of these fractions
Which have accumulated and whichl cannot
be distributed to the farmers themselves.

Having regard to the source from whic-h
these moneys, came, perhaps a more apJpro-
priate method of disbursing the money
would be to utilise it for research work,
through the University, on experimental
farms, rather than to spend it onl bricks
and mortar.

Hon. L. Craig: They have made ad-
vances to the University already.

lion. H1. K. WVATSON: Yes, but I have
made that suggestion inasmiuch as there is
a substantial amount held and the advances
could be increased, if the trustees have
that power.

The Honorary Minister for Agriculture:
They have very little power except to put
the money in the bank and make ordinary
trustee investments.

Honl. H. K. WATSON: That is ju~t my
point, and the money is accumulating all
the time. Therefore, the Minister might
consider Mr. Thomson 's suggesition and re-
port progress.

The HONORARY 'MINISTER FOR
AGRIICULTURE: One suggestion has been
made that these fractions be put into the
bulk handling system. I have made some
roughi calculations. Presuming there are
12,000 wheatgrowers and thatothis money
has doubled itself, taking the full amount,
it would work out to 13s. 4d. a year fair
each wheatgrower. If the fund has nor
doubted itself, the wheatgroxver, on tbe
average, is being deprived of 6is. 8d. a year.
How is it to he ascertained who is -who
and who has put in 6s% 8d. or a lesser
amount?

Hion. E. 1I. GRAY: I think the sugg-
tion made by Mfr. Watson is excellent, and
des'erves consideration. What is- wanted
in Western Australia is more research into
wheatgrowing and I think we could well
follow the example of New Zealand And
New South Wales. Tn New Zealand they
have set up a wheat institute. I think the
woney coeuld be utilised to build a wheat
institute in this State and thus; hrimrf the
farmers and flour millers together. An
rmnending Bill could be brought down to
Frive the trustees power to make a grant
to the, University for the establishment
of the wheat institute.

Hon. Ls. Craig: They have already done#
that.
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Hon. E. H. GRAY: The Honorary Minis-
ter has said that they have no power under
the Act. I suggest that progress be re-
ported.

The HONORARY MINISTER FOR
AGRICU'LTURE: I do not want to give
a lecture as to what has been done in wheat
research in Western Australia. Mr. Gray
wants to spend some money on research
in connection with the grading of wheat.

Hon. E. H. Gray: Ye;, that is right.

The HONORARY MINISTER FOR
AGRICUTLTURE: I have a full report on
the grading of wheat which I propose to
give to Mr. Gray.

Clause put and passed.

Title-agreed to.

Bill reported without amendment and the
report adopted.

BILL--GOLD BUYERS ACT
AMENDMENT.

Second Reading.

Debate resumed from the previous day.

HON. W. J. MvANQN (South-West)
[5.26] : 1 interpret the Bill as an intention
on the part of the Government still further
to restrict illicit gold dealing. In my opinion,
some of the clauses are all right but others
are quite severe. However, as they have
been dealt with by other speakers I do not
propose to go over them again as; we will
have the opportunity to consider them more
closely in the Committee stage. The Gov-
ermnent has not realised the position that
will be 'rented by the Bill which, if allowed
to remain, will not only inflict considerable
hardship on certain traders but will send
quite an appreciable amount of business out
of the State.

The Bill proposes to prohibit the re-
making and] re-modelling of family jewel-
lery or heirloom jewellery, which, although
out of dlate, may have to the owner some
sentimental association with the past. In
the early Goldfields days, it was quite com-
mon for a man to have gold made into the
old-fashioned watch chain, and many a man
has been known to say:-"This represents
the first piece of gold I ever found." These
trinkets have remained in the family for
many years in some instances, hut tdythe

wcaring of watch chains is unfashionable
and the practice is out of date.

Hon. 1H. Hearn: You could fasten your
g-Old pass on to it.

IHom. W. J. MNANN: In ar, old box in
my home there lies a watch chain with a
considerable amount of gold in it that I
once thought was a beautiful piece of jew-
ellery. I might very easily decide that I
would like that gold nmanufactured into
something for my grandson, but if the Bill
is passed that would not be possible. Sub-
paragraph (3) of paragraph (e) of Clause
12 reads-

(3) No gold or wrought. gold, except that
purchansed from His Majesty's Mint or any
bank, shall be used in manufacture.

That means that if gold were taken to a
manufacturing jeweller he would be bound
to say, "I am sorry, it is wrought gold
and I cannot take your order. The only
course open to you is to send it to the East-
ern States, where there is no such law, have
it manufactured and returned to yofl."

Personally, I have experienced consider-
able interest in following up the proposal,'
in (lie Bill. I have learnt that the fasbion
for women to wear very thin wedding rings
grew somewhat out of the utilisation of old
golf]. Years ago wedding rings were broad
bmnts of gold, but the time camne when the
fashion changed, as they were considered to
be too large and too heavy. One of the earli-
est eases was where a grandmother left a
heavy gold wedding ring to her grand-
daughter with a request that some day she
might be able to wear it. Tb ring was capable
of being cut into two to make a couple of
wedding rings, and as there were two sisters,
they are today wearing the same gold in
their wedding rings as the grandmother
wore. I feel sure that the Government has
no intention of preventing that sort of
thin--'

if, in its eagerness, the Government de-
sires to ensure that no gold other than that
obtained froni the Mint is used, there is
a danger of imposing a prohibition on thie
ma u factutring jeweller. The objection to
allowing jewellers to remodel and refashion
old jeweller v is that stolen articles may be so
altered as later to bep beyond re-ognition. I
have been assured that there is little to worry
ahout on this score, because the cost of
remodelling, including sales tax, would
preclude the resale of the altered jewellery
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at a profit to the owner. I have been
further advised that all jewellers receive
a list of stolen jewellery, and that any piece
submitted to a jeweller can be readily iden-
tified from the description supplied.

There is another matter 1 -should like
to mention, although it has no direct bear-
ing on the Bill. I learn that manufacturing
jewellers are not anxious to use gold from
our Mint for manufacturing purposes.
They prefer to buy it from metallurgists,
anC as we have no big metallurgists in this
State, they send to the Eastern States for
a portion of their requirements. When I in-
quired why-I was on a visit to the Mlint
with the Chief Secretary-I was told that,
although its purity is undoubted, it is not as
easily worked as is gold refined by metallur-
gists. For this reason, I have been informed,
our Mint gold, when rolled, is liable to crack.

An illustration was given me of a gold
cup that is competed for in this State every
year. It was manufactured by .a certain
firm which, in attempting to use Western
Australian gold, found it necessary to make
the cup four times over before it was satis-
factory to the maker, simply because there
was some difference in the handling& and
the refining of the gold. Although it was
of the same purity, there was something in
it that mnade it more difficult to work.
Consequently, Eastern States gold is util-
ised. I have an amendment on the notie
paper to meet the position and I feel sure
that the Government will not oppose it,
especially as the provision in the Bill would
deprive our manufacturing jewellers of a
considerahle amount of work. I understand
that there is a good deal of trading in gold
that has been lying in the homes of citi-
zens.

There is another aspect that again
has no hearing on the Bill but might well
he mentioned. I have been informed that
there is practically no trade in this State
in cultured pearls. We have a law to pre-
vent the sale of cultured pearls in the State
and,' consequently, all the cultured pearls
worn here had to be procured from the
Eastern States. I have also been assured
that it is quite a common thing for East-
ern States; firms to circularise people here,
particularly young folk, offering- them cul-
hured pearls 'with gold clasps, etc. Because
of our law against cultured pearls, that
trade i,~ denied to our State. Clause 12, if
passed in its, present form, will inflict an

even greater injustice and -will deprive men
of work. I am sure there is no desire to
have that happen. In Committee I propose
to move to strike out the words, "or
wrought gold" and insert a proposed new
subsection to cover the position.

HON. J. Mt. A. CUNNINGHAM (South)
[5.39]: I am strongly opposed to manly of
the provisions of this proposed legislation.
I understand that the existing Act givei the
authorities almost unique power in the mat-
ter of suppressing gold stealing and that
the statute is quite wide enough to facili-
tate adequate policing. This can be borne
out by the results that have been obtained
under the Act. The man at the head of the
Gold Stealing Detection Sta 'ff is one who
is absolutely incorruptible, and if the ex-
isting law permitted him to control the gold
.stealing that ;vas going on, I consider that
the Act is in every way suffict to enable,
gold stealing to be suppressed.

Hon. E. M. Heenan: There have been
very few acquittals under the Act.

Hon. J. M1. A. CUNNINGHAM: That is
so. The Act, with two or three others, has the
distinction of departing from the generally
accepted form of British justice. It em-
bodies what I understand is the French
method under which a man is considered
guilty until ha proves his innocence. Mr.
Mann has; just given the House a hypo-
thetical case of a person in possession of
gold left to him as an heirloom and of his
being liable under the provision proposed
in the Bill. There is a case directly known
to me. In the early days of the Gold fields,
a man obtained gold from his first show,
smel ted it himself and left it to his sons%
with the intention that they should have it
turned into wedding rings when they roar-
ried. One quarter of the original quantity
is still in the possession of that man and,
under the Bill, he would be liable to he
charged as a criminal. That is not a hypo-
thetical ease; I know the man person ally.

To give another inlstance: It is proposed
to include the words, "has had gold in hi-
p~ossession." To include such words, would
be dangerous. The existing Act is open to
very grave abuse. The fact that there has
not been any known case of abuse by the
nnthonities speakls wvell for the men respon-
sible for the sulpp'csiiof of gold stealing on
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the fields. This, however, may not always
be the ease, and the proposed amendment
to the law will widen the chance of abuse
creeping in and of an innocent man being
prosecuted.

Let me quote a case that is not at all far
fetched, On the Goldfields there are many
large backyards belonging to adjoining pro-
perties under joint ownership. A man got
up early one morning to cut wood and, in
an extra burst of energy, cut more than
usual and, in doing so, unearthed a con-
siderable parcel of gold-bearing matter.
Thnt man sweated for four or five hours
dluring the day wondering what he should do.
He contacted a member of the Police Force
who was a friend and was told to forget
about his discovery and let things ride. He
did so.

At eight o'clock that night he received
a visit from the authorities and was asked
to point out where the gold was. When the
party wvent outside, the gold had disap-
peared. That man had gold on his premises,
had control of it, it was in his possession
and he knew of it. During the brist part of 12
hours, he could have been made a victim of
evil witness and put inside, and what de-
fence would he have had? None whatever,
because the gold had been in his possession,
although when a search was made, it could
not be found. The provision to insert the
words "has had gold in his possession" is
snperfluoins and dangerous and should not
he agreed to. The ease I have just quoted
is particularly well known to me because
I was that man.

THE CHIEF SECRETARY (Hon. H. S.
AV. Par-ker-Mfetropolitan-Suiburban) [5.44]
The fears that have, been expreosed
albout the Bill, I consider, are rather remote.
All that the measure proposes is to give the
police power to ask a person to explain how
he became possessed of gold-bearing matter.
As there have been very clever lawyers on
the floldfields in the past, they have raisedl
variou9 technical questions which have
proved there are flaws in the Act, All this
Bill purports to do is to remove those flaws.

Hon. E. M1. Heenan: There is only one
fla w.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: I would
like to remind members that it is difficult to
prove where gold ore or telluride in a per-

son's possession came from. The only per-
son who knows is the one who actually took
it from the mine. We know that telluride
comes only from certain mines, but we can-
not say from which particular mine it came.
So it is impossible to say who is the true
owner of stolen gold-bearing material. The
law was tightened up following the passing
of the Illicit Diamond Buying Act of South
Africa, the Pearling Act of Western
Australia and the old English law, which
has been incorporated in the Police Act of
Western Australia since 1892, relating to
the possession of property suspected of hav-
ing been stolen.

That last-mentioned law is, I regret to
say, used almost daily, and certainly weekly,
at Fremantle where people are charged with
being in possession of goods suspected of
having been stolen, the onus being placed
on them to explain how the goods came into
their possession. It became necessary to
pass the Gold Buyers Act because it was not
possible to say that gold had been stolen as
the ownership could not be proved. It was
a very common practice on the Goldfields for
a great quantity of gold-bearing ore to be
stolen and it was necessary to tighten up
the Act. Not long ago there was a very
clever gentleman who was in possession of
some gold, and before they could satisfy
themselves that it had been stolen, the police
had to go away and make further inquiries.
When, as a result of those inquiries, they
came back to arrest the man, they found that
he had disposed of the gold-beariag material.
That showvs that the police do act reason-
ably and vorreltly.

We have seen cases reported in the paper
in which people have disposed of gold-
bearing material which has thus not been in
the~r possession when the police wvent to
them. But the police were able to prove that
it had been in their possession. Under this
weasuire, if the police can prove that, and
the people concerned cannot satisfactorily
ex-rlein how they obtained possession, they
ail be liable. With regard to the ca~e meli-
tioned byv Mr. Cunningham, I am sure that
his friend would have been able to explain
how he became possessed of the gold.

Memibers: It was be himself.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: T am sure
that with his honest expression the magis-
trate would believe what he said-even if
the police did not.
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Hon. A. L. Loton: Why should he be ar- The CHIEF SECRETARY: How many
reigned before a magistrate?

The CHIEF SECRETARY: I regret
that some people are apparently not well
versed in the quasi-criminal laws and the
criminal laws. Unfortunately a great many
people are brought before magistrates and
charged with offences of which they are
subsequently found to be not guilty. That
is the system under which we work.
There is nothing whatever to prevent any
one of us, as we wvalk out of this House
tonight, being charged with murder and
taken off to prison and kept there without
bail being allowed. However, the police
do not do that sort of thiing unless they
have some reasonably solid round for
their action.

The police behave in a reasonable man-
ner. If they did not, I am sure that my
life as Minister for Police would be un-
bearable. I think we can say that all Gov-
ernments are careful to see that the police
do act reasonably. It has been said that
under the present law there have been very
few acquittals. Does that not show that
the police have acted reasonably? There
hn., been no suggestion that anybody has
been found guilty of being in possession
of stolen gold who was not guilty. There
have been manny appeals, .but they have
us.ually been on technical grounds.

Ilon. J1. MV. A. Cunningham: Does tbat
not prove the effectiveness of the present
law]

The CHIEF SECRETARY: No, because
the, police cannot act in many cases, such
as that of the man who was known to have
been in possession of stolen gold but did
not have it when the police came along.
This provision is in the Victorian Act and
has not causedl any injustice. Wrought
gold includes gold which has been rolled
out into a sheet, such Lis the jewvel-
lers use; and even a lump of smelted gold
which has had a pin attached to convert
it to a brooch. It is thus open to dishonest
jewellers roughly to convert a bar of stolen
gold into such items and so evade the Act.
This is known to have been dlone and the
police have been unable to act. I agree
with Mrr. Mtann that an amendment is es-
sential to cover the points he has raised.

lion. G. lBennetts: Many people are wear-
ing- brooches that they have had for many
years.

have been arrested for itq' It is so per-
fectly obvious that such trinkets have been
honestly acquired.

Hion. W. Ri. Hall: Made out of alluvial
gold.

Hion. G. Bennetts: A lot of them are not.

The CIEF SECRETARY: I do not
know. I have not been fortunate enough
to have any. I have been expecting some-
body to query the use of the words ''has
had in his possession. " It may be said
that the police, knowing that a man had
some of these things in his possession ten
years ago, will say, "Very well; now we
will be able to have him up.'' I would
point out that such people have to come
before a jury or a justice of the peace. I
think we can take it that, generally speak-
ing, specially on the Goldifelds, jewellers
arc very reasonable people and understand
gold-stealing matters.

If a case is taken before a justice of
the peace, no evidence can be given to con-
vict a person of such an offence if it wag
committed at any period beyond six months
prior to the date of the charge, so evi-
dence of possession of stolen gold could
not date back beyond that period. There
will be no question of the police going back
over the years, because the law would not
permit that to be done. There is on record
the case of McArthur v. McGee, where the
police saw McGee with gold but did not
have sufficient evidence to arrest him. An
hour or so later they did obtain enough evi-
dence to prove that the gold was. illicit, but
when they wvent back to him, he had dis-
posed of it. So the police are not sus-
picious without reason.

There was a similar case in which a man
called Traey was involved. In both in-
stances the offenders wvent scot-free through
the ability of the Kalgoorlie legal practi-
tioners. The principle that a man is in-
nocent until hie is proved guilty is one that
must be preserved as far as possible. At
the same time, we cannot allow guilty
People to go free through mere technical-
ities. In all customs and revenue prosecu-
tions under both the Commonwealth and
the State Acts, it is provided that time per-
son iwho is the subject of a charge must
give an account of how he came by the
goods% in his possession.
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The Police Act provides that if a person
is charged with being in unlawful posses-
sion of any goods reasonably suspected of
having been stolen, lie *must render an ac-
count of how he obtained them. In the
same way, if a man has gold-bearing ore
in his possession, which arouses suspicion,
he should be expected to explain how he
obtained it. Take the gentlemen, to whom
Mr. Cunningham referred, who was chop-
ping wood. Surely if the polite did not
believe him, the magistrate would.

llon. G. Fraser: It is a tall story to be-
lieve, all the same.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: I do not
know. -Mr. Heenan will remember what
was called "Sheriff's case" in which a man
was charged with being in the unlawful
possession of stolen goods. He gave an ex-
planation which was not contradicted by
the police; and since it had not been con-
tradicted, the Chief Justice of Victoria said
that the man had given a reasonable excuse
and therefore could not be convicted. So
all a p~erson has to do is to give a reason-
able excuse. Of course, if a man offers an
excuse and the police are able to prove
that it is not the truth, he is likely to be
found guilty; but if he gives a reasonable
excuse, the duty of the magistrate is to
acquit him. So the common law protects
people in that way. I trust that the Bill
will he passed.

Question put and passed.

Bill read a second time.

In Oommittee
Houn. J. A. flimmitt in the Chair; the

Honorary 'Minister for Agriculture in
charge of the Bill.

Clauses 1 to 11-agreed to.

Clause 12-Amendment of Section 27:
Hon. W. J. MANN: I move an amend-

inent-
That in line I of proposed new Subsection

(3) the words ''or wrought gold'' be struck
out.

The object is to make way for a new sub-
section reading, "No wrought gold except
that contained in any article, the property
of any customer, received by a manufac-
turing Jeweller or other manufacturer of
gold, for the purposes of alteration or re-
fashioning, shall be used in manufacture."
The term "manufacturing of god is one

recognised and used in the trade, and is
already contained in another part of the
Bill.

The HONORARY MINISTER FOR
AGRICULTURE: I have no objection to
the amendment,

Amendment put and passed.

Hon. H. TUCKEY: I move on aniend-
ment-

Thpt in line 3 of proposed new Subsection
(3) after tile Word ''bunk'' the words "'or
any licensed metallurgist with premises in
Western Australia'' be inserted.

If the amendment is not agreed to, a firmn
that bas operated in this State for approxi-
mately 20 years and has supplied
jewellers wvith gold alloys, will have to close
down. I believe this firm should be pro-
tected as, if it is put out of business, the
alloys required will have to come from the,
Eastern States. If the firm lost this part
of its business, it would be unable to carry
on, and that would be disadvantageous to
the manufacturing jewellers of this State,
as the onl 'y other sources of supply of these
alloys are twvo Eastern States firms which
do business with this State by post, without
any direct representation here.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: I am not
sure whether there are any licensed metal-
lurgists, and I think the words "any licensed
goldhayer" could be substituted.

The HONORARY MINISTER FOR
AGRICULTURE: As the amendment did
not appear on the notice paper, I am un-
able at present to say whether I can agree
to it or not, and I would ask Mr. Tuekey to
have the amendment made in another place.

Hon. H. Trickey: I do not think it wilt
affect Goldfields members, and I believe
they wvill support the amendment.

Hon. G. FRASER: I think the Hon-
orary Minister should accept the amend-
ment, and, if necessary after making in-
quiries, he could have it struck oat in
another place.

The HONORARY MINISTER FOR
AGRICULTURE: I am agreeable to that.

Amendment put and passed.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: I move an
amrendment-

That in line 3 of proposed new Subsection
(4) af ter the word '' Force'' a comma be in-
serted.
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lion. E. XL Ileenan: What do those concerned and if necessary move that the
words mean?

The CHIEF SECRETARY: A police
officer who is of the rank of inspector, or
higher. It would not apply to a sergeant or
constable.

Hon. Sir Charles Latham: The Police
Act lays down that an officer is a constable.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: No, under
that Act an officer is a commissioned officer;
all inspector, for instance.

Amendment put and passed.

lion. W. J. MNANN: I move an amend-
met-

That a new subsection, to stand as Subsection
(4), be inserted as follows:-

''No wrought gold, except that contained
in any article, the property of any customer,
received by a manufacturing jeweller or other
manufacturer of gold, for the purposes ot
alteration or re-fashioiling, shall be used in
manufacture.''

lion. G. FRASER: Does that proposed
new subsection mean that if a manufactur-
ing jeweller took a job he could use 110 gold
other than that contained in the article onl
which he was to do the job!

Rion. W.~ J. Mann: Just the gold that was
brought to him.

lion. G. FRASER: I c-an see a disability
there, as the gold brought to him might not
be sullicient, and, without other gold, he,
would be unable to do the job.

Sitting suspended from 6.13 to 7.30 p.m.

HOn. (1. FRASER: MIV interpretation is
that if we carry Mr. -%lan's amendment
as it stands it will preclude a manufactur-
ing jeweller from using any other gold to
complete a Job brought to him by any pier-
,on. If 31r. Mann were to delete the words
"except that contained in any article" from
his amendment and then make some provi -
sion to link it up wvith piroposed new Sub-
section (3), the difficulty would be over-
come.

lion. W. J. MANN: I thank Mr. Fraser
for pointing out what might easily occur.
The amendment was drawn up by the people
concerned and I piresulme they have dig-
1'us4ed every, aspect of it. I suggest that
we pass the amendment in its present form
and I will communicate with the people

Bill be re-committed on the third reading.

Ron. G. FRASER: In view of the ex-
planation given hy 'MIr. Mann, I am pre-
pared to accept the amendment as it stands.

Amendment put and passed; the clause,
as amended, agreed to.

Clauses 13 to 16--agreed to.

Clause 17-Amendment of Section 36:

Hon. G. BENNETTS: I move an amend-
ment-

That in line 1 of paragraph (b) after the
word ''had'' the words ''to his knowledge''
be inserted.

In all other types of offences there must
he some proof of the knowledge of guilt.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: In almost
all cases wvhere a man is charged with gold
stealing his plea is that he did not know the
gold was there. One mine manager w'as
found with a bar of gold alongside him oil
his bench and he stated "I (lid not know it
wvas gold." Or course, no-one believed him
and lie was duly convicted. lie appealed
but still no-dne believed him arid I under-
stand he received a terni or impjrisonmnit.
The amendment, if passed, would mean that
in future we will not be able to convict any-
body of gold stealing, and I suggest that if
members want gold stealing to flourish, they
have only to agree to the amendment. If
members want to protect honest citizens,
they wvill reject the amendment.

Rion. E. ifi. HEEN\AN: I agree with the
Chief Secretary that we should do nothing to
weaken the existing Act which has functioned
satisfactorily. It deals with a difficult probi-
lem and it is only right that exceptional
powers should be given to the police to pre-
vent gold stealing. If Mr. Bennetts' amend-
ment were to be carried it would undoubtedly
have the effect of making it difficult for the
police to secure convictions. If people steal
anything at all it is only right that they
should be found guilty and I intend to oppose
the amendment. I direct members' attention
to the definition of wrought gold. Up to
the present time we have amended the defini-
tion of gold to embrace gold nmatter and that
strengthens the Act and rr-tifies a technical
weakness as the Minister pointed out. I urge
thep Committee to agree that that is as far
as we should go. To the provision embodied
in Section 36 it is proposed to adld the
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words, "gold matter or wrought gold." I
have no objection to the inclusion of "gold
matter," but to include a reference to
"wrought gold"~ is to go far beyond what is
necessary or advisable. If we were to do that,
it would make it extremely difficult for a
person, when questioned by a policeman, to
satisfy the officer that he had come by the
article reasonably.

I have no objection to the extreme powers
already embodied in the A-t being granted
to the police, because stringent steps must
be taken to cope iv4thi gold stealing. On
the other hand, I would certainly object to
the legislation enabling a lpoliceman to ques-
tion me as to bow I camne by my gold watch-
chain or rings or the jewellery possessed by
my wife. That is what it will mean if w(:
include the words "%vrought gold". I do
not know why the gold stealing detection
staff desires those words embodied in the
Act, and I certainly hope the Committee will
not agree to it. As Mr. Boylen pointed out
last night, it would be a simple matter for
someone with a grievance to lay a complaint,
and then when the poli-ernan searched the
premises of the individual against whom tile
complaint had been laid, for him to find,
say, some gold rings that the individual
might not know were in his possession and
would have difficulty in explaining away.

Hon. G. Bennetts: As the clause stands,
the police need only find a stone in a man's
yard.

Hon. E. M. HEENAN: I do not desire
to weaken the existing law at all. We have in
charge of this work in Kalgoorlic an officer
who is absolutely above suspicion and has
administered the existing Act well. It is
rarely that a man he charges is acquitted.
In the circumstances, I do not see why such
a radical extension of the Act is required.
Another most important amendment nffects
the question of possession. Under the exist-
ing law, in aUl eases of unlawful possession
it must be proved that the gold was in the
accused person's possession. It is proposed
in the Bill to add the words, "or has had.'
In order to secure a conviction now the
police must prove that the gold was actually
in the accused's possession. Should a man
have had in his possession illicit gold, but
had got rid of it last week, he would be
outside the law. That would seem to be a
pity bitt in our desire to punish the guilty,
we must see to it that we protect the inno-
cent.

If a person were charged with having
had gold in his possession six months ago,
how difficult it would be for him to prove
that it was not so! I think Section 36,
with thme addition of the reference to ''gold
matter" will go quite far enough, but to
make it retrospective in any sense wduld
be quite wrong. Inspector 2lctcrnon is
doing a wonderful job, and anyone at Kal-
goorlie will agree that goldstealing has been
practically cleaned up. That being so, I
hope that the provision in the Bill, to which
I have drawvn particular attention, will not
be agreped to. We should miot allow a clause
to be included in legislation on the statute
bonk that irgt create injustices and pre-
judice innocent people. The present ad-
ministration of the Act is above corrup-
tion, and I appeal to the Committee not
to weaken the Act in any way.

I shall tell the Committee a story to illut..
trate my meaning. I know all about it be-
cau'se I acted as solicitor for the man con-
cerned. It relates to a young man who
some Year's ago was working on one of the
bi- mines at Kalgoorlie. He had saved
£200 or caOO and had a friend who had a
promsing, prospecting show. That friend
induced the man I will refer to as Mr. X
to leave the mines and go into partnership
with him. 'Mr. X gave up his job and went
into partnersqhip with his friend, hut after
six months they were broke. At that time
emiploynient on the mines was hard to get.
Hle could not secure his old job again. and
so he took to buyijig gold. Having worked
on the mines; be knew some of the ramifi-
cations of that class of business.

Hon. [L. Craig: You mean he bought
illicit gold'

Hon. E. 31. HEEaNAN: Yes, he started
buying illicit gold and he wvas breaking the
law. He was approached one afternoon by
a man whom he did not know hut who used
the name of one of' his friends as a means
of introduction. The man said, '11 have
got some fairly rich stone. Will you buy
it?'' Mr. X said, ''Yes, I will buy it.
Come to my room at half-past seven to-
nighnt, bring it with you and I will buy
it.'' The man went to 'Mr. X's room with
the parcel of stone and Mr. X said to him,
"I will give you 30s. for it. ' The man
said, "That is all right. You can have
it.'' Mr. X said, ''Xust wait a while.''
He took the parcel and went out to the
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back where he hid it. le then returned
to the man who was waiting for him in his
bedroomn. 3Mr. X paid him 30s. and the man
wvent away.

A remarkable thing then happened,' In-
side ive minutes a police officer caine into
Mr'! X's room and said, "Have you got
any gold or any gold-bearing material
here-?" The man said he had not. I sup-
pose members can imagine what M1r. X was
thinking. Most certainly he was thanking
his lucky stars at the moment because he
had hidden the parcel outside. The police
officer then said, "Well? I am going to
search your premises." The constable then
'went over to Mr. X's bed, as though he
kncxv just where to go. He lifted the pil-
low and there was a handful of rich stone.
M1emibers will appreciate what had hap-
pened. A pimp had been employed and
the pimip had been outwitted, because Mr.
X had gone outsid(- and hidden the stuff
in the backyard. The pimp had to do his
job, so he planted the stuff' under the pillow.

31r. X was convicted, deservedly so, 1
suppose. I feel convinced that inert have
been wrongly cnvicted under the Act, al-
though I musit andnit that probably very few
have lbeen wrong-ly convicted.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: On a point
of order, M1r. Chairman, is not Mr, ileenan
moving to strike out the words "all
wrought gold" in lines, 1 and 2 of para-
graph (a) of tihe clause under considera-
t ion ?

The CHAIR-MAN: 1?. ileenan has not
moved an amendment. le said that he
would vote against the clause; hut if Mr.
Bennetts is prepared to withdraw his
amendment, then I van accept an amcnd-
ment hy 3Mr. Heenan.

Amendment, by leave, withdrawn.

Hon, E. M1. IHEENAN:- I move an
amendment-

That in lines 1 and 2 of paragraph (a) the
words ''or wrought gold'' be struck out.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: I hope the
Committee wvill not agree to the amend-
ment. The reason why these words were in-
serted was that certain people, who deal in
stolen gold, make it into sheets, and this
is the ordinary form in which the Mlint,
sells it as wroug-ht gold. It is very simple
to dispose 'of such gold to jewellers as
wrought gold. All the clause intends is that

any person who is in possession of that
type of gold may be asked to explain
where he got it. If he cannot, he must take
the consequences, MNr. Hleenan mentioned
that he might be liable to arrest if he were
watking down the street with a gold watch
and chain.

The Act provides, however, that wrought
gold means "gold and gold alloy which, on
view, has apparently been worked or
manufactured for trade purposes." I point
out, however, that any person is liable to
be arrested for being in unlawful posses-
sion of stolen property if the police have
reason to believe that it is stolen. So the
police would only arrest a man with a gold
watch and chain that they had reason to
believe had been stolen. There would he
grave danger to the administration of the
Act if the amendment were agreed to.

Hon. J. M. A. Cunningham: Is not the
intention of the law to protect innocent
p~eople rat her than piunish guilty people?

The CHtFEF SECRETARY: That is so.
Unfortunately, gold stealing has reached

suha magnitude as to make it necessary to
alter the law to deal with gold stealers who
are. operating not in Kalgoorlie, but else-
where. They are the men who are in at
better position to be in possession otr
wrought gold.

Amendment put and a division taken with
the following result:

Ayes
Noes

-. .. . 15
11

Majority for

AYRs
Hon, 0. P. Baxter
Haon. C. Banoatta
lion. R. ,3. Boyten
Hon. J. M, Cunningbnm
Pon. H. A. C. Datien
Ilon. N. MI. Davies
Haon. 0. Fraser
Ron, W. R. flail

NOES
lion. L. Orai g
lion, RI. Md. Forrest
Han. Sir Frank Gibson
Hon. H. Hearn
Hlon. J. G. Hialop
Hon. L. A. Logan I

4

lion. E. It. Ileenfij
Hon. A. L. Lotni
Hon. WN. J. 16ann
lian. 11. L. Rloche
Ron. A. Thomn
Hen. H. Tuokey
Hon. E. 11. Gray

(Teller.)

7Hon. 0. WN. Wiles
Hon. H. S. WN. Parkear
lion. H. K. Watson
Hron. 0. R1. Wood
Hoan. C. 11. Simpson

(Teller.)

Amendment thus passed.
The CHIEF SECRETARY: It is now

necessary, the amendment having been
agreed to, to insert the word "or" before
the words "gold miatter." However, this.
is a consequential amendment.

The CHAIRMAN: Yes.

1368
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i~a. G, BEN-NETTS: I move an amend-
nment-

That in line 1 of paragraph (b) after the
word "had'' the words ''to his knowledge''
he inserted.

I have already explained my amendment.
There is no doubt that the Act is being
administered by one of the most honest and
fairest men on the Goldfields, but neverthe-
less he is not likely to be in control for all
time. Unscrupulous meii might at times be
appointed to that position. Something might
he put into a man's backyard, if some un-
principled person had a set against hini,
but with my amendment that man would
have a reasonable chance.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: In reply to
what Mr. Heenan said earlier, the man he
mentioned would still have been convicted
if this proposed law had beeni in existence,
because he did have stolen gold in his pos-
Session. No-one suggests that a pimp should
framie anyone. That is wrong. But the
man had some stolen gold, and knew he had
it. He had paid 30s. for it.

Hon. R. J. Boylen: Not the gold under
hlis pillow.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: That is so.
He was a straight-out gold thief, and 11r.
Ileenan says hie was. But lie was convicted
on, wrong- facts3. Surely we should put the
laiw iii order so that a man is convicted on
correct facts.

Ron. R. J. Boylen: The gold could have
been put into his bed without his having
bought it.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: He could
not have paid 30s. without knowing it. Mr.
Bennetts is asking us to make the police
prove that he knew it was stolen gold.

HRon. 3. '. A. Cunningham: One or two
e% il people could convict a man by stating
they had sold him gold.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: That can he
done in connection -with any crime in the
calendar. Here we say, "You must satisfy
the magistrate that you came by it law-
fully."1

Hon. G. Fraser: You are reversing the
law.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: Yes, and it
has worked remarkably well with a very
efficient goldstealing detection staff under

Inspector MeLernon. Now we are asked
to clip his wings.

Hon.' E. M. HEENAN: I am opposed to
the amendment. We should not weaken the
existing position. I only mentioned the case
of Mr. X to illustrate the state of affairs
in Kalgoorlie before Inspector Mebernon
went there. Inspector McLernion would not
conic at that sort of thing, but he will not
always be there. I agree that the prosecu-
tion should prove guilty knowledge in an
ordinary case of stealing, but it is not rea-
sonable in connection with goldstealiug.

Amendment lput and negatived.

Hon. E. M. HEENAN. I move atn
amendment-

Thatt paragraphL (b) bhe struck out.

The Chief Secretary: If you leave para-
graph (b), I will agree to (c).

Hon. E. 51. HEENAN: At the present
time, for a man to be charged, ho must be
in posses~sion of gold or gold matter. If he
had it yesterday or five minutes ago or six
months ago, no charge lies against him. It
is diflicult enough for him to explain away
the possession of something that be is
e1alit redhanded with, and it is right. that
he should give an explanation, but, to moy
mind, he would be terribly prejudiced if
he were charged with having gold in his
possession in April last, or May or June.
The existing Act has bhad ('the effect of
cleaning tip goldstcnling. No guilty person
esca pesq. The lawyers have exploited all the
technical points so that they have been
cleared up from time to time. The point in
con nection with gold matter, that we havp
already amended, clears tip one slight weak-
ness in the Act.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: It would be
very dang-erous to amend this. I remind
members that if a nian is charged with hav-
ing had geld in his possession on a certain
date, the police have to prove he bhad it.
If Ihey say, "It was in a bag in Your back-
yard on such and such a date," they have
to Thing it to his notice and prove it was
there. All he is asked to do is to say how
he came by it.

Ron. G. FRASER: If we pass this
amendment, it might be the forerunner of
amendments to the law covering ordinary
stealing cases. I do not see why we shold
give different treatment to those who coin-
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wit oftences under the Gold Buyers Act
compared with those who commit them
under other Acts. Further, we are told by
the Chief Secretary and Mr. Hfeenan that
this legi-slation is working very well. It is
So, stiecessiul that the gold receivers, etc.,
who were working on the Goldfields have
nowi beens dispiersed. If that is so, the job
has been well done. I was on the Gloldfields
at few weeks ago and a remarkable tribute
was, paid to the gold detection staff by
various bukine.ss mien. Whens I asked
how things, were, they said, "They are-
pretty hid. Since the police have got down
on the gold stealers, business has slumiped."
The people do not frequlent the hotels Ohi
week dlays. If we lind next year that these
amnendainits have not achieved what is re-
quired, we can ag"ain give consideration to
the measure,

lion. Ei. 31. HIEENAN. The Act was
passed in 1021 and has, therefore, operated
for 27 years. We are now asked to agree
to this most radical amendment.. Is it not
possible that a person might he charged
with something that occurred live or six
mouth,; ago, and that his wife or some miost
material pers-:on, who could'- prove his in-
nomcence, mnight have dlied in the meantime?
What I want to stress is how difficult it
is to prove that something happened or did
not hapqresm in the lamst, and it is conceiv-
able that material ivitnesses; have gone away
or died. We Gdkl~fields members feel our
responsibility to the community. I take it
the Bill ha,, been brought forward an the
advice of Inspector McLsernou, but we are
responsible men an(] represent the whole of
the conimunity. 21cmbens will see that we are
fairly Lnimous in our point of view and]
pteople who do not live on the Goldlfields
mighlt have some dlifficulty in realising the
act minI state of affairs. I urge members*
not to vote idly on this. measure, and if in
doubt to leave the Act As it is at present.
It is operating so effectively that rarely
anyone escapes frorm its meshes. The Min-
ister has not told us of any guilty person
that has got away with it.

The Chief Secretary: Pardon me; I did.

Hon. E. M. HEE4NAN: We are worried
about it because this is a departure from
the status quo.

Hon. J. M- A. CUNNINGHAMN: I would
like to support the many -remarks made

pointing out the adequacy of the law as it
stands today in regard to illicit gold steal-
ing, If' the law has been good enough for
the present. gold stealing stat! to put up
such a record as they have in obtaining
convictions-, then why do they want this
wider p~ower'! The "Minister has just men-
tioned that in the event of a case being
launched it is for the police to p~rov'e that
the defendant has had the goldbaring ma-
terial in his possession. I might have been
under a nmi~~i )p rehens ion. I uiderstood
that unser this legislation it was for the
defendant to prove his innocence.

Iloti. U1. Fraser: If' they charge a personl
an a certai dlay, they must pirove that het
had it in his Ipossession,

Hon. J. 11. A. CUNNINGHAM: Yes. I
want the police to prove the case. This
looks a-s if it i,, an in-tante whe-re the police
have mnissedl the boat and want a law to
cover lhenizzelves. The present Art is, su11t
fii'iently adequate to obtain coiivi(ctiui., in
almost every eawi.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: I have
pointed out two eases where the me~n drop-
ped the gold out of a car and were then'--
fare not in possession of it when the polleeC
went up and qutestioned them. The ilnu ;v
is to overcome a purely techinical point.
The police do not seek these convictions, be-
cause tbiey know they cannot get one~ when
a man is not in possession of the gold.

H~on. E. .31. Hleen an: Hard luc-k cases,
make bad law.I

The CHIEF SECRETARY: These are
not hard] luck cases.

Amendment put and a division takent
with the follow-ing result:-

Ayes -

Noes

Majority for

A'
Hon. 0. F. Baxter
lion. 0. Bennefits
Hon. B. 3. Darlen
lHon. J. M. Cunningham
lion. E. "M. Davies
lion. G. Fraser
lion. E. H. Gray
Hon. W. R. Hall

NOES

Hon. L. Cr1 aig elien. H. A. C.Dfe
Hon. R. 31. Forrest
Tion Sir Frank Gibson
Hon". H. Rearn
Ron. L. A. Logan

- - .. .. 15
-. .. 11

4I

lion. E. V. Herenan
lion. 3. 0. Hitilop
Ron. A. 4, Loin
Hon. Wi. J. Mann
Hon. H. L.. Radio
Hon. A. 'Thomsion
Hon. H. Tuckey

(TOcIrr.)

Hon. H. S. W. Parker
Ron. C. HL Simpson
lin. H. K. Watson
Hon. G. D. 'Wood
Hon. 0. W. Miles

(2'elFer.)

YS
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Amendment thus passed; the clause, as
amnended, agreed to.

Progress reported.

ILL-BUILDERS' REGISTRATION
ACT A MENDMENT.

-Received from the Assembly and read
a first time.

ZILL-FISHERIRS ACT AMENDMENT
(CONTINUANCE).

Returned from the Assembly without
amendment.

BILL-NEW TRACTORS, MOTOR
VEHICLES AND FENCING

MATERIALS CONTROL.

Second Reading.

Debate resumed from the previous day.

HON. H. HEARN (Metropolitan) [8.43]
I feel very concerned that the Government
should stee fit to bringr down a Bill of this
description. It seeks to control new trac-
tors, motor vehicles and fencing materials
but, in my opinion, it does more than that.
I believe it cuts right across the policy of
the Liberal Party. in recent days I consider
wve have been very close to wandering off
the main track of our own ideals. The Hon-
orary Minister, when introdui-ig the Bill,
made it very clear that it was a great sor-
row to him to have to introduce a Bill ex-
tending controls and that he was looking
forward eagerly to the time when all these
controls would he unnecessary.

But are they necessary? Quite recently
we have extended controls in other directions
and I can quite. understand the dilemma of
Mr. Fraser when he said that he did not
quite know what the policy of this Govern-
ineat was with regard to controls. I was in-
fluenced by the belief that the Government,
in seeking continuance of controls under the
previous measures, was moving towards de-
control, but the Bill now before us is of
quite a different harncter. It seeks to en-
large the vicious circle of control, and, on
that account, I am definitely opposed to it.

Mention was made by the Minister of a
desire by the Farmers' Union to have this
measure passed. That, I helieve, should be
one of its pious hopes. But I wonder
whether other sections of the community feel
the same towards this Bill as does the Farm-

ers' Union. While it might he true that a
majority of the executive of the Farmers'
Union desires this legislation, it is not by
any means clear that the whole of the farm-
ers of the State are of that opinion.

Hon. 0. Bennetts: The smaller farmers
arc.

Hon. H. HEARN: A friend of mine re-
cently travelled through some of the farming
areas and, in chatting on this question with
36 farmers, found that only one desired con-
trol. For the information of the Honorary
Mfinister, I wish to say that one promineat
member of the Farmers' Union executive op-
posed the idea of control of this sort.

Hon. E. 1i, Davies: He must have been
in the minority.

Hon. H. HEARN: I was quite conscious
of the fact that tho Minister was making out
a very good ease for the Farmers' Union,
but I cannot help feeling that he spoke very
slightingly concerning private enterprise and
the distributors. I admit that he softened it
by saying that there might be lack of judg-
nient and that they would be acting with the
best intentions, but that does not alter the
fact that private enterprise, so far as the
Minister is concerned in this ease, was at
least "on the outer." Once again, I wish to
affirn my belief in private enterprise. I am
not sure that some of the controls we have
already extended to the Goveinzent are
for the best. I have in mind, speaking of
housing, the fact that in Tasmania the ques-
tion of controls is not a vital issue.

Yesterday Mr. Roche made some obser-
vations that astounded me, and today I
checked up on sonic of the figures he gave
concerning tractors. Members will recall
that hie quoted the importations of tractors
during a period of three years-some
brought into this country under the lend-
lease agreement. Re said that in 1944-45,
7,786 tractork -were imported into the Com-
monweal 1k-

lion. ft. L. Roehe: I said 7,031.
Ron. 11, HEARN: Then I will say ap-

proximately that number, and that of tke
total 603 came to Western Australia. In
1945-46, approximately 5,898 were imported
intco the Commonwealth and 648 camne to
this State. Tn 1946-47, approximately 3,438
were imported into the Commonwealth
and Western Australia received approxi-
mately 667. Included in the total for the
first year he quoted were .9,000 tractors
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of 12-horsepower which were imported
specially for vegetable growers and , owing
to the fact that they were not suitable for
Western Australia, they were kept in the
Eastern States. That is also true to a great
extent of 1045-46 because, of approximately
5,808 iniported, tractors to the number of
1,500 were of the same type.

I honestly believe that the sooner we give
back to industry and to commerce its cor-
rect job, the better it will be for the coun-
try generally. I heard quite a lot of inter-
jections when other speakers mentioned
the question of goodwill in business. I do
not sug' gest that that goodwill i.; anvihing
altruistic, It is the law of preservation to
the business maqn and obviously any man
who has to distribute such scarce commodi-
ties as tractors would at least have an eye
to the fulture, bearing in mind that this
Indian summer may last one or two years
but the time wvill come when he has to
legislate for the business of a lifetime. So
there is nothing altruistic about the action
of distributors, but for the goodwill and
for the very future of his btisiness, lie
must act fairly.

Tractor distributors have arranged, in the
event of this control passing out of the
hands of the G overnment, to have a central
depot where they can at least check up to
ensure against any duplication of applica-
tions, and I suggest to the Honorary Min-
ister that possibly in the figures he gave
-1 believe he admitted it-lie did not al-
low for duplication of applications lodged
with the Grovernment authority.

Hon. CT. Bennetts: The distribution, then,
would be under control?

lion. H. H4EARN: It would he controlled
by the people who know the business, people
who would be anxious to ensure that there
was- fair play.

Hon. G. Fraser: What nbout decontrol!

Hon. HT. HEARN: That will come later.
The set-up in Victoria ultimately agreed to
is embodied in two paragraphs of a letter
I have received as follows:-

That the Victorian members of this associat-
tion agree to honour permits already issued
by the Machinery Control Section of the De-
partment of Agriculture.

That first preference in the allocation of
tractors will be given to ex-Servicemen who are
being rehabilitated uder governmental schemes
and to Government and associated bodies de-

veloping areas for this purpose. Other ex-
Servicemen will be giveni preference, till thiag.
being equal.

Those paragraphs set out the basis of ai
very fair distribution to special people such
as rturnehld servicemen and governmeucal
authorities. I feel that if we in Western
Australia go in for control of tractors, we-
s;hall be making a retrograde move becuseat,
a -s Mr. Fraser reminded us, we should be
looking to decontrol.

I t-annot understand the governmental at-
titudep to the all-important qulestionl of
mnotorears. We all know what a terrific
disandvantage the average person has suf-
fered througph the control of motorcars by
the Commonwealth authoity. Now, iii the
wisdom of the Commonwealth, the trrne has
airivedl when ears of a certain horse power
sghouldl be released from control, but we ini
our wisdom, we who profess to have a
eree-enterprise Government, say "No, we
shall continue control." I wonder what sort
of a story we shall tell the people when the
next general election arrives.

Hon. Gl, Fraser: The sanic as was told
at the last election.

Hon. H. HEARN: I cannot see that we,
are consistent. As regards motorcar distri-
hution, excluding ears of the smaller hori-v
pow~er, I Wish to refer to a question men-
tioned by Mr. Watson yesterday. The fig,-
uires T am about to quote were given to met
at my request, and they can be verified anti
authenticated by any member who cares to
investigate them. We have to bear in mind
that the basis of rationing is the taking 61'
a key year and this particular firm hs
taken such a year. I shall read a few nlote,,
supplied to me so that our friends from
Kalgoorlie may see just what is happening
under this so-called fair scheme Of govern-
mental rationing of cars.

Hon, W. RI. Hall:- We already know.

Hon. H. H1EARN: I am beginning to feel
that we, after six or seven years of govern-
mental control, are reaching the belief that
that is the correct method of living and that
ire are losing faith in the individual free-
dom and the spirit of enterprise that mode
Australia what it is today. The notes state-

This is further to nay telephone conversation
with you this morning regarding the fact that
Xaigoorlie and the Eastern Goldfields are re-
ceiving very scant consideration as far as the
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issuing of permits to purchase new automobiles
is concerned,

Figures kept by us, which are available for
the perusal of any bonn-fide party, show that
dining the two years 1938 and 1939, Kalgoor-
lie took 7.1 per cent, of the total automobiles
distributed by us throughout Western Aus-
tralia. Under the present method of permit
alloc-ation;, however, the percentage received
by Kalgoorlie since new automobiles became
again available is only 2.05 per cent, This is
in direct contradiction to the picture which
applies to agricultural areas where deliveries
under permit have greatly exceeded the normal
proportion which should apply to those dis-
tricts.

Hon. H. L. Rocbe: Would those figures
include Boulider?

Hon. H. HEARN: Yes; Kalgoorlie aind
Boulder in normal times are the largest
purchasers of curs outside the metropolitan
area.

Hon. G. Bennetts: Mlay I see those note"!

Ron. H. HEARN: The hon. member is
welcome to see them in confidence and cheek
them. To continue-

Let me also quote the following figures to
help show how very much out of proportion
the situation has become, During the two
years 1938 and 1989, the following automobiles
were delivered by us into the areas shown:-

Kalgoorlie 90. Katanaing 83. Manjimup 42.
Si ncc new automobiles have been available

under the permit system, our deliveries into
those areas have been:-

Ralgeorlie 26. Katanning 71. Man"jimup 35.
The above figures are merely an abstract

from very elaborate records kept by us.
So I say that governmental control of motor-
cars has not been quite the success that we
-ire led to believe.-

I now pass to the matter of fencing
materials. I listened with interest to Mr.
Roche and felt very sorry for him when he
admitted that he did not know where the
wire was going. Today I made inquirie-s
with a view to getting information so that
I could fill the vacuum, which he evidently
was not able to do.

Hon. A. L. Loton: The Minister was not
able to do so, either.

Hon. H. HEAR N: For the benefit of Mr.
Roche, I want to give some facts and figures
concerning the distribution of fencing
materials in his province, of which, main-
hers will recall, he said he bad never seen
a roll.

Hon. H. L. Roche: Of fencing wire.

Hon. H. HEARN: I have here an ac-
count of some deliveries that' have taken
place recently to certain areas. It is a copy
of a letter from a certain firm, and relates
to information supplied. following a tale-
phone conversation. It concerns deliveries
of wire and wire netting to the South-East-
ern district from Narrogia to Albany. The
letter reads-

We have taken out the deliveries for the
past three months and also for three months
of 1947. These work out at approximately 50
tons of wire and 1,600 rolls of netting supplied
to tin following totvn:-Alhany, Young's
Siding, Redmond, Narrikup, 'Mt. Barker, Ken-
ilenup, Tentelrden, Cranbreolc, Tambell up,
Broomue Rill, Katanning, W~agin, Piesseville,
flighbury, Narrogia.

In a ddition, on the same basis we estimate
that approximately 30 tons of wire and 473
rolls of netting went into sidings and towns
on eastern branch lines. These represent in-
formation taken from invoices that are trace.
able and they represent less than half of the
total invoices, Much of the material that was
suppliied to distributors against invoices is not
traceable and it is very probable that a con-
siderable portion of these went into this area.

Apart from this, our company supplies con-
siderable quantities of wire to the Cyclone
company for the manufacture of "ringlock''
fencing and from information received we
know that substantial quantities of this went
into the districts concerned during the past
two years.

I think that Mr. Roche has now some pie-
ture of what is happening in his con-
stituencly.

Hon. H. L. Roche: It would still be in-
teresting to find them.

Hon. 11. HEARN: They are tho facts. I
would like to refer now to the question of
the ability of private enterprise to deal with
a difficult situation. I do remember with
gratitude the very kind remarks of the
Honorary Minister when introducing this
Bjill, and the tribute he paid to the officers
who have controlled the tractor industry in
this State on behalf of the Commonwealth.
I think it would he just as well to remind
the Honorary Minister that Mr. Lin ton is
a product of private enterprise, loaned to
the Commonwealth Government by McKay
M~assey Harris. I think that if we look into
all these questions we will find that today
Governments are trying to swing along with
the assistance of the brains of private enter-
prise; and yet, knowing all this, they tell
us that they cannot really see that industry
should be allowed to look after itself. That
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is wrong-. It is against Liberal principles
and I feel sure that unless we alter our
(course the public of Western Australia will
tell us so at the next election.

lion. G. Bennetts: They will not endorse
you at the next election.

Hon. H. HEAIN: Before concluding, I
would like to refer to the question of ye-
hidles other than motorcars. Of course, I
believe that the Honorary Minister will give
us some information; but why are not omi-
nibuses. mentioned? I have my own idea;,
but I would like to know why 'we are going
to have these controls. It appears to mue
that private enterprise has still a lot to fear
from this Government; and because of that
I am protesting, since 1 believe that we
should sail under our true colours and not
under false ones. I oppose the Bill.

HON. E. K. DAVIES (West) [9.5 ]:
After li-Aening to the remarks of various
speakers, I am beginning to wonder who iN
governing this State-whether it is the Gov-
emnient or the distributors or motor ye-
hidles. I am actuated in my support of the
Bill by the tt-t that control is desired by
lhe farming community andl the tractor iis
one of the tools of trade wbic-h farmeprs need
to carry on their industry. These men have
keen asked by the Governments of the State
anid the Commonwealth to produce to their
utmost for the purpose of supplying the
market in Great Britain. I believe they have
attempted to do that. They are now suggest-
lag that in order that they may continue to
dto so, they should have first preference in
obtaining whatever agricultural machinery,
comes into this State.

lion. L. Craig: This Bill will not give
them one more tractor.

lion. E. 1I. T)AVIES: From the op~inionis
I have heard expressed by those associated
with the farming industry, I am ted to be-
lieve that it will. Apart from that, I have
listened to what 31r. Rearn has said about
its being contrary to the Liberal policy that
the Government should at this stage endeav-
our to control certain machiniery used in
famning. The Government made many
promise-; dluring the cir-tion, but has found
that it has not been able to give effect to
some of them-and this may he one.

During the referendum campaign the Gov-
ernment said that it wanted State control
and not Federal control; but it appears to

me from the remarks of Mr. Hearn that it
is not State control that is wanted at all, hut
control by the distributors of tractors and
automobiles. Experience has shown us that
in the ease of timber, which has not been
controlled up to a value of Z50, people Who
have required only a small quantity in order
to effect repairs to their homes have not 'been
able to secure it. I veniture to say that
the reason is that the merchants, who
have been controlling timber, have decided
that it shall go to those who are building
in a big way such as contractors.

Hon. A. Thomson: I do not think that
is quite correct.

H1on. E. MX DAVIES: 'My veracity i-i
equal to that of Mr. Thomnsoi.

Hon. A. Thomnson: I still doubt the
truth of the statement.

Hon. E. M1. DAVIES: Regarding the
distribution of tractors, 'Mr. Watson said
that control was contrary to Government
policy; but the Government has introduced
the Bill and it must have somic knowledg-e oit
the farming industry and its reqluiremcnNs.
If this control were contrary to its policy,
it would not have introduced the measure.
The farming comnmunity is entitled to re-eivp
preference in the purchase of agricultural
machinery, fencing wire and wire netting,
which have been in short supply during the
past few years. If rabbits are to be kept
doive-farmers nieed fenring wire andl
wire netting to enable them to achieve this--
then they should have the materials supplied
to them.

lion. A. Thomson: You had better get
the coalminer-; in 'New South Wales to work
harder.

Hon, E. K1 DAVIES: I suggest that
Mr. Thomson go to New South Wales and
see what influpnce lie has over there. I feel
it is my duty to support the Bill, inasmuch
ais the Government would not have intro-
duced it if that course had been regarded
as unnecessary. I am also actuated in my
desire to support the measure by the fact
that those who represent the farming indus-
ti-v claimi that there should be some control
over tractors at least for anotiher 12 months.

HON. C. H. SIMPSON (Central) [9.11]:
I have listened with a great deal of interest
to speeches far and against this Bill. The
measure is designed to control tractori;,
motor vehicles and fencing materials until
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the 31st December nest year. In other
words, the Government in its wisdom has
considered the position and has decided
that to cover the change-over it is necessary
to have some measure of control-a transi-
tional, stop-gap measure--until the posi-
tion cleat's itself. I do not think anyone
has spoken more severely about restrictions
and controls than I have; but I consider
that within the principle of freedom and
private enterprise there is room for excep-
tions under certain exceptional conditions,
which I suggest would be first of all condi-
tions of acute scarcity and a degree of
national emergency or importance all of
which apply to the three commodities men-
tioned in the Hill.

It is my intention to say a few words with
regard to tractors. So far as motor vehicles
and fencing wire are concerned, I shall pre-
serve an open mind until I have heard the
completed arguments for and against. The
province I represent contains a fairly high
proportion of rural men, and over the last
few wveeks I have made a point of ascer-
taing the opinions of those who are
(lircctl concerned-that is, tractor users.
Some of them are not very fussy whether
controls are continued or not. Others are
rather anxious that controls should be con-
tinued for a while until the supply becomes
freer. The point is that those wvho are anxious
to have controls continued are those who are
badly' in need of tractors; and that is just
what the Government has in mind in desir-
ing that these controls should continue for
a little while.

The position~ regarding wheel tractors is
likely to c-lear itself within a measurable
time. When the Bill, if it is passed, comes
up for reconsideration, we should be in a
much better position to know how we stand
with reference to 5vheel tractors than we are
at present. But the situation as regards
caterpillar tractors is very different. So
far as I know, these are imported only from
America. When the war ended, the out-
put of American tractors was so controlled
that 85 per cent, was earmarked for home
consumption. Of the remaining 15 per
cent, half was allocated to UNRA. The
remaining half-7 2 per cent, of the total
production-was allocated to the rest of the
world, and Australia got its share of that
quota. Since then the dollar position has
grown worse and the admission of crawler
type tractors from America is now gov-

erned entirely by dollar needs. While it is
perhaps not competent for us to suggest
that the Commonwealth should ease the
position by floating a loan in America, it
is true that there is great need for crawler
type tractors to do the work that the wheel
type cannot do. If crawler type tractors
were available now, as they were before
the wvar, I think we would find a much
greater proportion of the orders would] be
lodged in favour of that type than is the
case at iwresent, because men simply do not
bother to order the crawler type, knowing
that the position is hopeless.

As to motorcars, I was interested in the
figures given by Mr. I-Learn in relation to
sales to the Goldfields pre-war and since
flew eairs have again been available. It was
suggested that a greater projportion of new
vehicles was being made available now to
agricultural areas, I do not think there is
any doubt about that, and I believe the
principle to be sound, as one of the gov-
erning factors has been that the need for
a vehi cle is largely determined by the ques-
tion of whether a man is a producer or
otherwise. Another factor must be taken
into account. Before the wvar the prices
reeei~ed by the primary producer for his
products wecre low and be could not afford
a new vehicle. M[any such cars were old
and almost worn out.

As is well known, commodity prices are
nowv better and it is only natural that the pro-
ducers should take the olpportunity of re-
placing their old vehicles while they have
the chance to do so and their financial posi-
tion is so much improved. I hope members
in considering the measure will take into
account the fact that the Government, in
introducing the legislation, has had all the
fact., before it, has gone into the pros and
tonls and has decided that it is necessary to
continue these controls for a limited time.
When the legislation comes up for consi-
deration next year, I may take quite a
different view from that which I now hold.
In the meantime, I believe the Government
should have some measure of support in
implementing its programme. I support
the second reading.

RON. C. F. BAXTER (East) [9.20] : This
Bill has been well debated and the opinions
expressed have varied greatly. I have had as
much experience as has any other member
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of this House of the control of tractors
since that control commenced. There are
those who isay that tractors should he de-
controlled and that it should be left to the
merchants to handle their own business.
From the mnerchants' standpoint I think it
would he wise, not only with tractors but
in the distribution of other articles in short
supply, to leave it to a Government depart-
mneat. The merchants would not then have
the odium attached to distributing wire
netting, wire, tractors and other articles
that are in short supply. 1 have yet to
meet a person who has found fault with the
distribution of tractors.

lion. L. Craig: O with farm machinery,
which is not controlled.

lion. C. F. BAXTER: If the hon. mem-
ber, who conies froin the dairy centres,
were to visit parts of niy province he would
hear tales different 'front that. I can speak
bitterly on that subject from my own ex-
perience. We are very fortunate in having
loaned to us a man from one of the trad-
ing concerm, to do this work. NKaturally
the Government would look for someone
who understood the business. A civil ser-
vant, cvonnq'rted with other matter-, all his
life, could not be expected successfully to
deal with a situation such as this, and we
hare been exceptionally fortunate in hav-
ing the services of the gentleman wvho has
been in charge.

There are miany wvays of looking at the
distribution of tractors. Mfr. Rearn was
adamant in blaming the policy of the Gov-
ermnent for what has happened, but to-
night with the arguments he used be
ainswered his own ease. He said that for
the future of his business a distributor
must consider his clients. 'Certainly that
would be the view of the average business
man, and that was Mr. Fraser's conten-
tion last night, with regard to goodwill.
Who are the clients that the business man
must consider in the light of future busi-
niess? Not the unfortunate man who has
-very little business Lo give the distributor,

lHon. L. A. Logan: Not the man who will
buy one tractor only.

lon. G. Bennetis: The man who can
pay cash.

lion. C. F. BAXTER: They 'arc not the
people who will receive consideration such
as 'Mr. Hlearn mentioned. The men who
wvill receive that consideration are the good

clients who will have important business
in the future. That is only human nature,
and it is evident in every line of ueommruee.

lion. J, A. Dinimitt: As a merchant You
have a very poor opinion of your fellow
merchants.

lion. C. F. BAXTER: Nothing of the
kind. It is not many years since Mr. Dinm-
mitt was connected with commerce,

Hon. J. A. Dinnnitt: I still am.

lion. C. F. BAXTEOR: The hon member
is not still distributing, but in any ease he
would give the greatest consideration to his
most important clients, and he Cannot get
away from that fact. It is no use saying
that I have a poor opinion of other diS4
tributors. No matter who is concerned,
the personal equaition counts every tinie and
thos;e who have the biggest volume of busi-
ness to offer will receive the greatest con-
sideration. A merchianit miust work on that
prinlciple. Westralian Farmers Limited
are tractor distributors. A farmer with
an exceptionally good wool clip could tell
that firja lie wanted a tractor and titer
mnight iely that there were a lot of appli-
cants ahead of him. Ile could then say
"If I do not get a tractor, you (10 not get
my business.'" That would place any dis-
tributor inl a difficult position, and it miust
he realised that they want to avoid being
forced into an awkward situation.

lIt seems that the merchants are keen on
having ebntrol over the few tractors that
arc coming forward, and yet they are con-
tent wvith the present mode of distribution.
If that is so, why do they wish to bring
trouble (iii their own shoulders 9 1 believe
they want contiol of the business in order
to stit their best clients. This House would
be failing iii its duty to the producers, Who
cultivate thme wealth that is exported and on
which the country depends to find the mnoney
for outside purchases, and the interest on
money borrowed in the past, if it did not
agree to this control. It would be a retro-
grade step if this House were not to agree
to that part of the measure dealing with
the control of tractors.

'I do not know that it would not be bet-
ter to leave the control of wire and wire
netting in the hands of the merchants,, but
for three days of each week I have been
in. the tractor department with reference
to tractor releases, and I say that tractors
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should be controlled. I have taken up many
cases where Men have had tractors too
small for the work they had.to do. They
have been allocated tractors on the under-
standing that they would allow the depart-
ment to recommend buyers for the smaller
machines that they wished to replace. That
would not work out with private distribu-
tors, who would not go to all that trouble.
I urge the House to agree to the measure.
We should not lose sight of the fact that
tractors must be controlled in order that
those most deserving may be able to obtain
themt.

HON. H. A. 0. DAFFEN (Central)
[9.28): 1 propose to support the Bill. If
it had not included the control of motor
vehicles and fencing wire, I think there
would hove been little opposition to it.I
have recently had opportunity of inquirirrg
of many farmers their attitude towards
tractor control. While I have met manyv
who had not an op~inionl either wray, ,nanY'
others were in favour or the control, par-
ticularly those who desired to secure tine-
tot's. I did not mect one who was opposed
to the control.

One of the main reasons for the desire to
continue the control is the confidence that
the farmers have comne to feel in the present
Controller, Mr. Linton. They have comp~lete
confidenve in his ability to size up each case
and decide it on its merits, It would not do
the tractor distributors the slightest harm
if the control were continued for another
year.

H~on. J1. A. TDimmitt: Not continued, re-
instated.

Hion. If. A. C. DAFFEX : That is not
altogether correct b ecause at present it is
still being continued, even if without autho-
rity. The purpose was to continue tractqr
control as we knew it and it is in the inter-
ests of the farmers that it should be con-
tinued. Like many other people at present
I am opposed to controls in principle, bat
I think in this ease on exception is wvar-
ranted. The matter of policy which wvas
being discussed just now,, is one which is
not often brought up in tbis House. I do not
hesitate to say that in my view the Liberal
policy is an overall policy for the good of
everybody and, while it might sound at the
moment as though I am speaking against

the interests of supporters of the Liberal
P'arty, I think, at the present time, there
are somec 20 or 30 tractor distributors on
the one hand and some thousands of farm-
crs, who may be affected, on the other. A
fair assessment of the position is that the
farmers' interests in this ease should pre-
vail and that is the sole reason why I am
expressing myself in these terms.

I intend to vote for the second reading of
the Bill hoping that the portion relating to
motorcars, and perhaps fencing materials,
will be amended or altered. I do not see
any particular harm in continuing the con-
trol of motorcars where it has already been
undertaken by the Commonwvealth, but I
take it time idea is to carry on only for a
period if the Comnmonwvealth relinquishes
control. Of course, there is no certainty
that the Commonwealth is going- to do that.
Regarding Other vehicles, which may lie
brought under control, such as trucks over~
one ten capacity anti small motorcars, I
am very munch against it and I trust that
we muav be able to have that particular pro-
vision deleted from the Bill.

With regard to fencing materials, includ-
ing wire netting, I find I am still unable
to make uip my mind. The system whicht
has been followed for so long with regard
to this commodity is that farmers have been
given to understand that they receive their
orders according to priority of application
and perhaps that may be thie best course to
follow if the Governmnimt takes over con-
trol. I will listen wvith interest to the 3%imi-
ister'E reply when hie deals with that aspect
and I intend to support the Bill.

RON. L. A. LOGAN (Central) [0J.38]:
I rise to support the second reading of the
Bill. I do so because as a representative
of a rather large agricultural area, I feel
I should support the interests of my
peop~le. We have received a letter from 12
merchants in the city asking us to oppose
the control but the agents of these mer-
chants in the country are asking for it to he
supported. In that case somebody must be
out of gear with somebody else. Not only the
outside agents, hut the farmers themselves
are in support of the control.

In the course of his speech, Mr. Hearn
mentioned that sonic farmers stated they
did not want control. I am not surprised
at that. Apparently those particular
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farmers have tractors and want others in the
near future. If tractors are controlled such
men will not have any chance of getting
them but if the distribution is thrown back
on the merchants, these farmers would have
a good cha nce of beingable to secure further
tractors. That is why they do not want con-
trol. The men who have been battling along
and still want tractors are quite prepared to
leave it iii the hands of Mr. Linton. I admit
that in the past 'Mr. Linton may have made
a few mis4takes, but he has done an excellent
jab. Mr. ilearn also mentioned that control
is opposed to Liberal policy and the policy
of the Government. I consider it more to the
honour of the Government if having made
a mistake it can go back and rectify that
error.

Hon. 11. Hlear -n It will.

lion. L. A. LOGAN: The Government',-
policy today is that it will release control
when anti where possible, and at the pre-
sent time it is not advisable to release the
control of tractors or of motor vehicles. In
my orinion the figures given by M.%r, Hearn
prove that the control of the motor indus-
try has been of benefit to the country areas,
which is as it should be. In the city there
are trains, buses, railways and everything
else to provide transport, but country
people must. rely on motor transport only.
I venture to say that if the control had been
lifted, probably less than half of those
motor vehicles would 'have gone to the
country and this would have mveant a loss
of production.

Fencing wire, which has not been con-
trolled, is distributed by three different
methods, the first of which is by priority.
The trouble there is that a man may have
been waiting for three years for his wire
and maybe he is on the top of the priority
list, yet when the wire comes along-if it
is tinder eolrol-he way not get it. I
know a man who last year had seven miles
of his best fencing destroyed by fire but
under the present system of allocation he
cannot get a priority. The second system, is
by allocation. A man may have an appli-
cation with a firm for a dozen rolls of wire
but if a dozen rolls arrive, the merchant
distributes one each to the first twelve on
the list. The point about that is that one
man may have been waiting for three years
and another man may have been waiting
for three months. Irrespective of need, the
man who has been waiting for only three

months is supplied as quickly as the mn
who has been waiting for three -years. The
third system is by preference to clients, and
there is no need to mention very much
about that.

The supply of agricultural machinery,
which has not been under control, has, been
far fromn satisfactory as far as the farmers
are concerned and I consider the Govern-
meat has acted wisely in endeaVOUring to
control the distribution for at lead, 12
months. I have spoken against control., and
regulations wherever I thought necessary,
bitt every ease must be considered on its
merits. I believe the only thing we Lan
do is to back the Government up because
it is endeavouring, to do a good job. I
support the second reading.

1..

THE HONORARY MINISTER FOR
AGRICULTURE (Hon G. B. Wood -East
-in reply) [9.37]1: I find mys elf' in the
position of having- very little to reply t)
as8 only four mnembeprs have spoken a..sainst
the Bill. I have never known a Bill to
create so much energy and venom-that
may not be quite the wrord- bitt, in my
opinion, after 13 years in this House, I
cannot ever remember a second renidinz
speech being the subject of so much inter-
ruption by intcrjn'tinns. I counted the
interjections during my speech and 51 of
them were recorded by "Hlansard."

Hon. J. A. ]Jimznitt : You did your share.

The HONORARY 'MINISTER FO)R
AGRICULTUIRE: And there were many
iname interjectiolis which "Hlansard" could
not record. I mention that to show, how
the whips mast have cracked over city
members.

Hon. H4. K. Watson: You have had the
whips cracking today.

The HONORARY MTINISTER FOR
AGRICULTURE: No, I have not. This
Bill was introduced by the Government
without reference to anybody.

Hon. H. L. Roehe: The big business in.
terests do not like it.

The HONORARY MINISTER FOR
AGRICULTURE: After the introductiorf
of the Bill was made public I receivcd a
communication from the Farmers' Union
telling me what that body thought about it
as the subject had been discussed at an
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executive meeting a month or two before.
Since then members have received a long
letter from the union which I do not pro-
pose to read. However, I received a letter
from the Narrembeen Road Board which is
us follows:-

At the last meeting of the board a resolution
was passed commending you for taking over
coutrol of fencing wire.

The-toard requests you to give consideration
for a high priority for supplies of wire to
settlers in the eastern district, who are suffer-
ing from the depredations of emus.

When writing that letter, the board did not
realisqe that there was such n place as the
Legislative Council and they did not know
that I have not, as yet, the desired control
over fencing wire. Members know that I
hare frequently mentioned the position of
farmers who are suffering from the de-
predations of eamus, andi I say definitely
that these farmers hare not had a fair go
from the merchants.

lon. L. Craig: And if there is control1
they, will?

The HONORARY MINISTER FOR
AGIIICULTURE: I did not get much eon-
siderat ionl on the s~econd rending, but I hope
that this time my remarks will be uriutev-
rulItedl. I do not intend to speak at any
length because I know the Bill will be
passed as very few arguments have been
put up against it. Most of those argumenti,
in faet all of them, were against control
and against the policy of the Government.
During the policy speech of the present
Government and during- the speeches on the
recent Rieferendum, 1 did not hear One sug-
g-estion that all controls would ho lifted. We
dt'linitely said that we would use price con-
trol, and if possible take over certain con-
trols from the Commonwealth.

lion. G. Bennetts: You said it in such
a way that the people believed you.

The HONORARY MINISTER FOR
AGRICULTURE: "Mr. Dimmitt said that
when he spoke at the recent Legislative
Council elections he was against all COn-
trols. That is his business.

lion. J1. A. Thmimitt: No.

The HONORARY INISTER FOR
AGRICULTU'RE: I said it is not Govern-

int policy, p .'-1a.... rly at this- stage, to
lift all controls.

Hon. J. A. Dimuiitt: I did not say that,
and "Hansard" can prove it.

The HONORARY MINISTER FOR
AGRICULTURE: I thought the bon. mem-
ber did. Mr. Dimmitt said that he was dis-
appointed to hear the slighiting references
made by the Honorary Minister to the
distributors of tractors and their country
agents. Mr. flTearn talked about my blatant
references. That is not true. I made no
slighting references at all about anybody
and I intend to read a few extracts of what
I did say so that members may judge for
themselves. I said-

At the moment they are not controlled and
the Government appreciates the action of dis-
tributors in honouring what hat been done.

The reference there is to the fact that the
distrdyjators are honouring the control as
if it were still imposed. Again I said-

I do not for one moment think that distri-
butors would be willingly unfair but I do not
think they tire in a position to exercise control.

Further on I said this-
I do not believe that the principals of firms

would countenance that sort of thing, but the
business is done through their sales managers.
I also stated-

I do not think the distributors as a who0le
-that is to say the priucipals-would he out
to do anything but a fair thing, hut the prin-
cipals of these businesses do not attend to
these inatters. They are left to other people.
I am not going to say they are all dishonest
or careless. I do not suggest that for a
moment. But it is only natural that their
friend-, will receive a better deal than other
people.

Mr. Baxter elaborated on that statement,
and that is still my opinion. I made no re-
flection on the distributors or their agents
and said they had done the best they could.
Mr, Dimmitt said-

I am sorry that I aipparently have not made
it clear that these firms have a very high
standard of ethics.

I interjected by sayin-
We admit that.

Mr. Jimm-itt then went on to say--
Quite apart front the observation of ethical

standards, it pays the firms to do so.
I again interjected-

'No-one said anything to the contrary.

The happiest relations exist between the
Agricultural Department, myself and the
firms, and I am not going to have anybody
in this House making a suggestion that these
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happy relationships wvill not continue, necessary for that to he done. I bad intended
Some firms supply the Agricultural Depart-
ment with machinery and I have been happy
to assist some of them in regard to the
supply of materials and other things.

I am stating that because so-me of the
firms may read the remarks of Mr. Dimmitt
and Mr. IHearn, but I think I have proved
my case. Mr. Dimmitt said that there was
little evidence of complaints about the dis-
tribution of wire. '3r. Dimmitt does not
knowv as miwb about the position as I do.
There have been numerous complaints. Mr.
Hearn referred t o the wire that went to Mr.
Roche's province. T do not soy that that was
not so--but did the right people get it) Mr.
Hearn did ick tell the full story, but only
part of it. I have some facts and figures
about that, and I know who got the wire.

Hion. J. A. Dimmitt: You know who has
been getting it during the last five months.

The HONORARY MINISTER FOR
AGRICULTURE: Who got it?

Hon. J. A. Dimmitt: The Government of
Western Australia.

The HONORARY MINISTER FOR
AGRICULTURE: For whom did it get the
wire? Was it not for the soldiers? Are
not returned soldiers entitled to the wire?

Hon. J1. A. Dimmiti: Of course they are,
but I wanted to remind you who got the
wi r.

The HONORARY MINISTER FOR
AGRICULTURE: Mr. Watson said that
the distribution was on the basis of priority
of orders and not on the ground of need at
all. Because a man happened to have placed
an order three years ago, should he get the
wire before a new settler in the enmu country
or w~here the rabbits are thickest? I claim
that all such cases should be judged accord-
ing to the needs of the settlers concerned.

Hon. A. L. Loton: You know the percen-
tage that thtTovernment got.

The HONORARY MINISTER FOR
AGRICULTURE: Mention was made about
Mr. Chamberlain and the tractors that
would be available. I know Mr. Chain-
herlain and often go to his factory. Mr.
Chamberlain has informed me when we will
get tractors, and I do not think we will ob-
tain any before the end of the year. After
that, we may be getting so many each day
and most decidedly the Government should
take control of the position until it is un-

saying a lot more in reply to the debate, but
as the hour is so late I shall refrain from
doing so.

I feel I must refer to some remrks by
Sir Charles Latham. I am sorry he is, not
present, but I shall draw his attention to the
report in "Hansard" of what I propose to
say. Sir Charles suggested that the Minis-
ter should not be allowed to delegate his
powers to someone else. What position
would the Minister be in if he were not able
to delegate his powers to some official? From
my office window I can see a streamu of
people going down to interview 3Mr. Lin-
ton with the object of getting tractors. I
would not like that stream to be diverted
to my offlice. In the circumstances, I cr-
tainly trust that when the Bill is passed
the Minister will be able to delegate his
powers, as suggested, and that the officer
to whom the powers will be so delegated
shall be in full control, witbout need for
reference to the Minister. A man has come
to me and asked me to order Mr. Linton to
provide him with a tractor, but I have re-
plied that I would not do so; that Mr. Lin-
ton had all the facts and I bad not.

Then again, Sir Charles Latham also said
there was no provision in the Bill for the
appropriation of money for the payment of
the salaries of the officers concerned. No
such provision is required in the Bill be-
cause the necessary appropriation is al-
ready in the hands of the Agricultural De-
partment for the payment in question. As
a matter of fact, the only extra expense
involved will be half the salary paid to Mr.
Linton. The most amazing statement made
by Sir Charles was that this House in-
tended to allow the Minister to have so
much power. He suggested that the Minis-
ter would take power away from Parlia-
ment itself and asked why it should not be
done by regulation. That was an amazing
suggestion by Sir Charles Lathamn. We have
heard a lot recently about government by
regulation. Why should not the House put
in the Bill what they want the Minister
to do, and place a maximum upon his
powers I

Hon. L. A. Logan: That is where we
want it.

The HONORARY MINISTER FOR
AGRICULTUREE: The maximum powers
that the Minister can wield should be pro-
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vided in the Bill. Whether the Minister
would find it necessary to wield those
powers, I do not know. Why not adopt
the course I suggest? As a matter of fact,
I intend to agree to some of the amend-
mnents that appear on the notice paper, and
there are plenty of them. For instance, I
intend to agree that the control of motor-
ears, of under 12 horse power shall not he
brought within the scope of the Bill. That
was not intended; it -was done by order of
the Minister. As members will observe,
there are a great number of amendments,
but one important one was overlooked. The
Title has not been touched. It was not in-
tended that the Government should exer-
cise some of the controls referred to.
Cabinet, for instance, came to its decision
with regard to "'vire netting. We do not
intend to exercise control in that respect
unles s it should be found absolutely neces-
sary.

W"hen I spoke before, I told the House
that the closest collaboration and co-opera-
tion had existed between the Government,
the Controller and the distributors. There
have been definite undertakings honoured
between them, and I have given an assur-
ance that there will be a conference be-
tween the Attorney General, the distribu-
tors and myself to discuss all these matters.
I urge the House to incorporate in the Bill
the highest powers that they desire the
Minister to wield. As I1 mentioned before,
I shall agree to some of the amendments
proposed, hut I shall have to oppose others.
Surely it is better to deal with these mat-
ters as I suggest rather than do it by regu-
lation. Nothing could be faire;, and every
member knows that is so.

I was sorry to hear the slighting refer-
enes to the Government by Mr. Reamn.
In fact, I am surprised he sought the en-
dorsement of the Liberal Party -when he
stood for election, He knew what the Gov-
ernment was and he baa had 12 months'
experience of it prior to his election to
this Chamber. I am sick and tired of hear-
ing these city members lay down the law.
Ts it to he 12 merchants that will prevail
ats against 12,000 farmers? Arc those 12
to govern the country?

Heon. E. M. Davies: And control it.

The HONORARY MINISTER FOR
ACTRJCPLTI'RE: Are 12 distributor.,,
through their representatives in this House,

to be in power as against the representa-
tives of 12,000 farmers? I claim that
surely the representatives of that number
of f armers should have some say. As I
said during my second reading speech, if
I thougtht that this measure would prevent
distributors from effecting the sale of one
tractor, or if it interfered with their busi-
nes I would not be enthusiastic about the
legislation. It will certainly not bring one
a dditional tractor here, nor will it prevent
the sale of a tractor.

lIon. W. J. Mann: The distributors can-
not sell what they have not got.

The HONORARY MINISTER FOR
AGiRICULTURE: Of course not. The argu-
ment raised was silly. We heard Mr. Dim-
mitt speak about goodwill. Today good
will is represented by dividends, and pro-
fitsq constitute goodwill as well. The other
day a man came to me and said he wanted
to get a tractor from Mr. Linton. He said
that if he could not get one, he would not
cut 2,000 tons of hay. He said that if he
did nmot get the tractor from Mr. Linton,
he would go down and see the manager of
the distributing- firm. If that sort of thing
is going to happen, what chance has the
Juan at Mukinbudin who also wants a trae-
tot? I would not blame the firm if it made
the tractor available. What position would
the manager of that firm be in if he de-
prived the shareholders of the profits to
be derived from 2,000 tons of ha-y that
would be handled if the tractor were made
available?7 It might mean £2,000 or £3,000
to the firm.

I do not know that any business manager
would like to be placed in the position of
having to say to his directors or share-
holders, "'I lost that man's trade because
I did not give him a tractor." As M.Bax-
ter said, it is only natural that the manager
would look after his firm's interests. Prob-
ably, it, I were in his position, I would let
the mn have the tractor. Members would
aet that way ir they wvere in a similar posi-
tion themnsel ves. To say that, is not to make
a slighiting reference to nerchantAs; it is
just a. matter of business. The trouble isi
that the unfortunate man who has mnt the
hay t,.) cut or wants a tractor and cannot
pay cash for it, will not be in a position
to get- one. I shall say no more at this
stage because I will have a further oppor-
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tunity when the Bill is considered in Corn- If these clauses are deleted there will be
mittee.

Question put and a division taken with
the following- result:-

Han. 0. F. Baxter
lion. 0. Bennett.
Ron. H. A. C. Dallan
Ilon. E. It. Davies
Ron. G. Fraser
Hon Sir Prank Gibson
Haon. E. H. Gray
no.. E. Mf. Heenan
Hon. L. A. Logan

No,
Hon. L. Craig
Baon. J. M. Cunniingham
laon. Rt. M. Forrest
Hon. W. Ii. Hal)
Hon. H. Hesn

Hon. A.
Hon. W.
Eon. HT.
Ilon. H.
Hon. .
Hon. A.
lion. 0.
Ilan. ft.

17

no ratification of the allocation of tractors
anid vehicles during the. interim period of when
the Commonwealth Government relinquished
control and the late, if the Bill is agreed to,
when the State makes the first order.

* Furthermiore, the act ion taken by the offi-
* 10 crs concerned, in allocating vehicles, will be

- open to chiallenge and could quite conceivably
* 7 hie the sub jec~t of a lawsuit. There would 1)e

- no authority to pay these officers the salary
they are enititled to, as they have varried on

L. Loton uinder Ministerial instruction which the Govern-
J. Mann mit, unless the action is subsequently ap-

S. IV. Parker proved by appropriate Statute, haes no power
L. Rgoche to do. Admittedly the Government could makeH. Simpsonth ofies
Thomson an ex gratin payment to recoupthofies
B. Wood slary hut that would not overcome the legal
J. Boylan, diffcly

(Yeller. ) fiut 3

Es.

Hon. S. .ilslop
Ho.0 .Miles

Hon HI...u..e
BO.H . Watson

Hon. J. A. flimniltt
(Teller.l

Question thus passed.

Bill read a second time.

In Cornmrittee.

lion. J. A. Dimmitt in the Chair;
Honorary Minister for Agriculture
charge of the Bill.

the
in

Clauses 1 to 3-agreed to.

Clause 4-Transition :
Hon. H. K. WATSON: I shall vote

against the clause. M1embers have been
given no indication as to what are the
orders and regulations that are mentioned.
The Minister hies assured the House that
the Bill is more iii the nature of an enabling
measure and that the Government, at its dis-
cretion, will institute controls. If the clause
is passed, however, one order-and there
may be rnore-whieh will be automatically
adopted and have the foree of law, is thel
order relating to tractori. I ask the M1inis-
ter not to press the clause, because im-
mediately this measure is assented to the
Mfinister can, either by regulation or order,
institute such controls as he may consieder
neessar y.

The HONORARY MTNfhTER FOR
AGRICULTURE: I am surprised that 'Mr.
Watson should desire this clause to be
struck out. I consulted the Solicitor Gen-
eral on the matter and this is what he has
adlvised in, upon the effect of the deletion
of Clatise, 4 and 5-

The important point, however, if these
clauses are not agreed to, is this: It would
leave the door wide open for abuse, distribu-
tors could ante-date soles and say that the
vehicle was sold during the interim period, and
if there was no legal control during this period
there would be no obligation to apprise the
controlling officer of vehicles which had been
allotted.

Regarding ''ordiers,'' there is no difference
between controlling the allocation of n, tractor
or the building of a home. The provisions of
the Pill are on all fours with the practice
embodied under the Federal Act, except that
the provisions of the Bill will be adlministered
in this State by a State Minister, who should
have some discretionary powvers in such a simple
matter without the need for evolving cumber-
sonie regulations, and after all lie is responsible
to Parliament.

I submit the clause should remain. The

point is covered entirely by Clause 7. 1
have already indicated that I will agree to
some amendments; hut in view of the Soli-
citor General's ruling and the invidious
position in which distributor., and others
would be placed, the Committee should pass
the clause.

lion. H. K. WATSON: -What the Min-
ister has just said does not square with the
assu~rane lie gave to members that the paes-
sage of the Bill would not of itself bring
controls into existence.

The HONO0RARY MINISTER FOR
AGRICULTURE; Dops any member think
the Government wbuld don something which
Parliament says it should not do? The
Minister may not exercise all the powers
vested in him under the Bill. I am rather
sorryv I did not bring with ow a Cabinet
minute which efinitely sets out what we in-
tended not to do. If the Committee so de-

Ayes

Majority for

Arse.
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sires, it can hamstring the Minister by the
Bill.

Clause put and passed.

Clause 5-agreed to.

Clause 0-Interpretation:

Hon. H. K. WATSON: I zoom. an
amendment-

That in the definition of ''motor vehicle''
the words ''includes a motor car, motor omni-
bits, motor wagon, omnibus, trailer and semi-
trailer as respectively defined in the Second
Schedule to the Traffic Act, l1919-1947,'' be
struck out and the words ''means a motor car
of over twelve horsepower or a motor truck of a
capacity not exceeding one ton'' inserted in
lieu.

If the amendment is agreed to, it means
that the Bill would give control over motor
vehicles of the same class as are at present
controlled today under the Commonwealth
regulations. I dealt wi4th the point at length
when speaking to the second reading and
shall not repent what I then said.

The HONORARY MINISTER FOR
AGRICU7LTURE: I agree to the amend-
merit.

Amendment put and pass ed.

Hon. H. K. WATSON: I move an
amendment-

That the definition of ''order'' be struck
out.
The amendment really hinges on an amend-
mient of which Mr. Rearn has given notice.
He desires in Clause 7 to substitute "regu-
latione" for "Orders." Could the Committee
treat my amendment as consequential on
the way in which Clause 7 is decideda

The HONORARY MINISTER FOR
AGRICULTURE: If Afr. Hearn's amend-
ment is carried, we should recommit the
Bill, to consider the word "order" in
Clause 6.

The CHAIRMAN: We cannot go back
without recommittal.

Hon. H. K. WATSON: I think the Min-
ister's suggestion is a good one, and I ask
leave to withdraw my amendment for the
time being.

Amendment, by leave, withdrawn.

Hon. H. K. WATSON: I move an
amendment-

That at tlhe end of the definition of ''trac-
tor'' the following words be added:-''but

does not include a tractor imported or manu-
factured for industrial use or a tractor of
sixty horsepower or over.'

The implication in paragraph (3) of the
First Schedule is that the regulation is con-
fined to agricultural tractors. Mr. Hall said
last night that tractors arc used for other
than agricultural purposes. Road boards
in the country districts and the metropoli-
tan area, use them, and, in addition, the
heavy crawler tractor of more th 'an 60 horse
power is essentially an industrial unit.
There is no reason why industrial tractors
should be included.

The HONORARY MINISTER FOR
AGRICULTURE: I oppose the amend-
meat. Most of the debate has centred
around agricultural tractors, but many of
them are required for clearing in connec-
tion with soldier settlement. There should,
therefore, be some direction over those
tractors. They are now controlled by the
Public Works Department, and not by Mr.
Ljinton. For 12 months it is desirable that
all tractors should be subject to a degree of
control. Last night Mr. Hall said that some
road boards could not get enough tractor.
The fact remains that the machines are not
available. All road hoards should be agree-
able to allowing tractors to be used to clear
land in order to settle soldiers.

Hon. L. CRAIG: I hope the amendmentL
will be agreed to. If it is not, agriculture
is not going to get many crawler tractors.

The Honorary Minister for Agriculture.
I do pot expect it to.

Hon. H. L. Roche: It will not get them,
anyhow.

Hon. L. CRAIG: The Public 'Works De-
partment is controlling them today, and it
is now demanding the smaller types. The
timber industry and other industrial con-
cents wIl get all the crawler tractors. Ef-
forts zre being made to see that all the
crawler type tractors coming to Australia
shall be of the larger sort. It is claimed
that th2 farming community should be satis-
fled with wheel tractors.

Hon. A. L. Loton: They tire not suitable
for some areas.

Hon, L. CRAIG: That is the point. The
atgricultural industry wvill not get crowler
tractors as long as they are under control.
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Hon. 11. L. ROCHEF: It is most impor-
tant that the heavy type crawler tractors
should be retained uinder control. They have
been controlled until just recently. M r.
Craig's suggestion is that a Government de-
partmcent would get the lot.

lion. L. Craig: I dlid not say that.

lion. H. L. ROCHE: I do not know who
else wou(1 get them. The hion. member said
the farmers would riot. Quite a number of
p~rivaite individuals have heav-y crawler trac-
tors, and they are using them as bulldozers.
A very limited number of thes;e machineS is;
likely to come into the country in the next
12 months. It isi vital in the heavily tim-
bered areas that plant of this kind be made
available to the farmers for the clearing
of land and dam sinking. The day has
passed when we can get men to take on
clearing1 under the old methods. It has to
be done by machinery. If the control is
lifted, individual farmers, or syndicates of
farmers, will not get one of these £C4,000 or
£C5,000 machines because they would buy
only one in a lifetime. Firms such as
Millars and Bunnings must of necessity
have first call if there is no control. It is
only commonsense.

Amendment put and negatived.

Clause, as previously amended, agreed to.

Clause 7-Power of Minister to make
orders:

Hon. H1. HEARN: I move an amend-
ment-

That in lies I and 2 of Subelause (1) the
wvords% "Subject to Suibsectious (5) and (6) of
thtis section, the Mlinister may, by order, make
Provision for" be struck out aid the words,
" The Governor maoy make regulations pro-
viding for"' inserted iii lieu.

The idlea i. to give Parliament a chance to
allow or disallow an 'v work Oone by the
M1inister uinder the measure.

The HONORARY MINISTER FOR
.WTVlCt T LTURZE: ruder the Bill the (1mv-
ernor may mavnike regulations. to grive effect
to it. I wrs c11iriSed at fhe support given
hr Mr. Henirn and Sir Charles Latham to

Povnnnt h'.' r''lat1ion. Su11relyV wLe have
heardl enocuigh about the Oovernmei wavnt-
iiix to run the show by regulation. Let us
deal with the measure now and not have
to dIn it ogain ill a couple of weeks utter
re~rllations aire placed onl the Table. Let lit

decide now what the Minister may or may
not do,

lRon. H. K. WATSO N: I agree with aill
tbe Honorary Minister says about govern-
uient by regulation, hut this clause goes
one step further to the had in that it pror-
i-ides for government by orders over whir-it
wve would have no jurisdiction. The pro-
posail is that instead of giving the Govern-
ment power to make such orders, it shall
nmake regulations and thereby reserve to
members the right of disallowing them if
they* think fiLt I hope the amendment will
be ag reed to.

The HONORARY MINISTER FOR
AGRICULTURE; It is for the Committee
to say what the Minister can do.

Hon. H. L. Roehe: Not if he makes an
order.

The HONORARY MINISTER FOit
AGRICULTURE: We can say that there
is to be no order in connection with motor-
cars tinder 12 horsepower. If menhers de-
sire, they can preclude the Minister fromn
making anl order as to wire.

Ron, L, A. LOGANX: Only last week we
foughit tooth and nail the question of gov-
ermnent by regulation. We seem new to he
sonmers'aulting. I shall stick to the Bill.

The HONORARY 'MINISTER FOR
AG RICULTURE: We have agreed to the
inclusion of new tractors. The Committee
has defined what the M.Ninikler can order to
be dlone. if members wvant to exclude new
fencing materials, they can do so, but I
hope the 'y will not. It is in their hands to
say what the Minister can order to he done.

lion. H. L. ROCIHE: If the House can
define what the 'Minister can don, it nnr4t
enumerate all the acts he- may do and yet
may overlook some that he may not do. I
do not want to oppose the Honorary 'Min-
ister, hut if the procedure is to he in way
of regulation, at least those regunlationls
must comae before the House and to thant ex-
tent there is some control. This iq a prin-
ciple that has been argued before. if we
leave the 'Bill qs pri nted. lime matter wvill
proceed b~y order of the M.Ninihtcr und the
House no 'longer hasi- mny eintrol. I can-
not see why the Honorary M1inister should
be so adamant about the amflmdinenmt, if I
correctly interpret the position. Regula-
tions would be preferable to leaving it so
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that the Government will proceed with the
work by Order-in-Council.

The HONORARY MINTSTER, FOR
AGRICULTURE: I am afraid that i.
Roche does not quite undersfiud what the
powers of the Minister are. The Bill defi-
nitely states what he can do.

Hon. A. THOMSON: I am sorry the
Honorary Minister is adamant on this par-
ticular point. Under the Bill we are lay-
ing down a new order, if I may use the
term. We are establishing a principle that
in future instead of regulations being pro-
vided we are approving of something
which, once passed by the Rouse,, cannot
he altered. If an Act is passed, it is within
the province of any private member, if he
can get sufficient supporters, to alter it by
bringing an amending Bill before the
House.

Hon. L. A. Logan: That is government
by Parliament and not by regulation.

Hon. A. THOMSON: Yes. If we are
going to lay down just exactly what the
Minister may do, I am afraid future Bills
will be very bulky. If it is done by regu-
lations, at least the House has an oppor-
tunity of examining them and if members
disapprove of them, they are disallowed. I
urge the Honorary Minister to reconsider
the amendment. The point is that the
Minister has power to delegate his authority
to someone who issues an order and we are
in effect handing over, or giving aay, the
rights which we have at the moment. I
think the Honorary Minister should recon-
sider the matter or report progr-ess.

The HONORARY MINISTER FOR
AGRICFLTURE: There is nothing in the
Bill to say that the Minister shall delegate
power to someone else to make an order.
The Minister makes the order but delegates
authority to someone else to carry it out.

Hon. HT. IC. Watson: Look at Clause 10.

The HONORARY MINISTER FOR
AGRICILTt'RE: I have already told the
Committee that if any controls can be re-
moved, it is within the power of the Minis-
ter to revoke them, whereas Parliament
mar not be sitting at the time. Somebody
said that the Minister might make orders
for all sorts of things but the Bill defi-
nitely states what the Minister can do. I
have no objection to reporting progress at
this stage, if members want to, get more in-
formation about the Bill.

Hon. G. Fraser: They do not want any
further information.

The JIONORARY M.NINISTER FOR
AGRICULTURE: I should not think they
would, but if the Committee wishes to re-
port progress I will be qjuite happy to do
SO-

Hon. L. CRAIG: Let us determine what
power we have given the Mlinister. Under
the clause the Minister can, by an Order-
in-Council, say that certain things shall be
controlled. Provision con be made for pro-
hibiting the storage of any vehicles in a gar-
age or warehouse and the distributor im-
mediately becomes the conitroller. He con-
trols fully the storage, the use and the dis-
tribution of such vehicles. It is not a ques-
tion of distribution at all. That is a minor
function. If we are going to allow surh ex-
tensive powers, it should be done by regu-
lation, so that, if necessary, Parliament can
say, "This is an unjust power and we are
going to take it away from you." However,
if it is left as an order, Parliament will have
no power.

The HONORARY. MKINISTER FOR.
AGRICULTURE: Mr. Craig says this
should be done by regulation. If the Com-
mittee wishes, it can take the power out of
this Bill now. If members want control by
regulation, then, they can determine what
they Avant and insert it in the Bill.

Hon. H. K. WATSON: I feel that the lion-
oraryv Minister is not fully' seized with the
point which Mr. Thomson clearly explained
with considerable force. The Minister has
power to make an order, revoke it, and
make n fresh order. Under Clause 10 the
Minister has power to delegate his authority
to mike an order to some officer. It is all
very, well to say the power is in the Bill as
to what the order may provide, but members
will see from the First, Second and Third
Schedules, the first pro forina orders which
it is intended to make.

The Committee should bear in mind that
although they are thie first pro forma or-
drrs, after the Bill has lbeenl passed they
may b2  revoked at any time and ,ome fresh
orders proclaimed in lieu- Members will see
that there is scope in those schedules9 for
pr'ovis'ons wvih may be dangerous and
which ma 'y be injurious to a farmer. As to
the pledges or mortgages mentioned on page
5 of tite Bill, I must confess that if a pledge
or a mortgage over a machine does not in-
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elude the power to sell, it virtum
a worthless pledge or mortgaj
particular provision seems one
consideration. There may be
points in the remaining sehedu
submit shoald be put up in the
gulations for consideration by
and not in the form of an or
beyond the view and jurindiet
House.

The HONORARY MINIS
AGRICULTURE: I oppose
went. If the House in its wi
regulations, I shall abide by it,
do not think it is desirable to
tions because I think the posil
covered as it is. Mention has h,
delegation of powers. The Min
do these things without delegati
effe-t them.

Araendnent put and a dii
with the following reslt:-

Ayes.
Noes ..

Majority against

AYES.
Ron. J. Md. Cunningm ,,on.0
lHon. Rt. M. Iors Ho. H
Hon. W. R. fll Hon. A.
Hon. H. Hearn Hon. iH.
lion. A. L. Loton Hon. La.

NOES.
Ron. C. r. Baster
Hon. G. Bennette
Hon. H. A. C. Dflaten
Hon. E. M4. Davies
lion. 0. Fraser
Hon Sir Frnk Gibon
Hon. E. H. Gray

Hon. E.
Hon. La.
Hon. 0.
Hon. H.
Ron. G.
Hon. Rt.

Pain.
ArYE

lion. .1. 0, liklop R on. H.

AmendIment thus negatived.

Hon. 11. HJEARN: Bowing
numbers, I do not intend to r
the remainder of the ameadmer
I have given notice.

Hon. R. 11. FORREST:
amendment-

That in line 3 of paragraph (a
"aond new fencing maeias be

I cannot ce why the Govern:
wrish to c(,ntrol fencing materi
in the war the Commonwealth a
trol, but found that the scheme
able and handed back control t
bators. Some of the stations

ally become.% have 500 to 1,000 miles of fencing, and the
re and that depreciation in those parts is far greater

worthy of than in the South. The North is subject
many other to willy-willies, which of ten destroy hun-
[les which I dreds of miles of fencing. Very little femc-
form of re- ing material has gone to the North-West
this House in the last few years. If control were in-

der entirely stituted by the Government, I think it
ion of this would get most of the fencing materials

and there would be very little left for

TER FOR private people. Why the Government
the amend- should wish to bring in a new control is
sdorn wants beyond nmy comprehension.

decision. I The TIONORARY MINISTER FOR
have regule- AGRICULTURE: 1 oppose the amend-
lion is fully -ent. I consider that the bon. member
~en made of really spoke against his proposal when he
ister cannot stated that no material had gone to the
rig power to North-West. This would indicate that the

distributors had not considered those whose

ision taken ned were greatest. The North-West
urgently requires fencing materials and, if

10 they were under control, that part of the
13 State would receive consideration. I do not

think that the Government would take all
- the feaoing materials at the expense of
3 private users. Such materials may be re-

- quired for the research station in IKimber-

w. Afiieq ley. We were refused materials for that
1'. Roche station, and surely the lion. member would
K.hWason nt say that wvas right. The Government
Craig would also need Supplies for ox-Servicemen.

(Tele.) Cabinet decided that the order would not

M. Henan he exercised unless the distributors failed to
A. Logan do the job satisfactorily. There should be
3H. Simn
Tuclcey provision for control for at least 12 months.
R. Wood Ro.L RI:I spotthe amend-
J. BoylannL RAG: sppr

(Teler.) meat. The Government would experience
tremendous difficulty in dealing with the

No. enormous number of applications for fenc-
S. Up. Parker igmaterials. These materials have not

been controlled, and the fact of their being

to superi.or included in the Bill has antagonised people
iroceed with more than anything else. I think the dis-

its of which tribution has been satisfactory; apparently
there has been no substantial complaint. I
do not suppose there is a farmer in the

I move an State who has not lodged an order for ma-
terial of some Sort. I know of an order

0the words9 for 600 miles of netting, and thousands of
struck out. miles of fencing materials are required as

went should well as steel posts running into millions.
als. Early The delivery of these materials is arranged
issumed eon- on a priority' basis. There is something to
was unwork- be said for that. The business is so huge
* tb0 distri- that no one man, unless he bad a large staff,
n the North could cope with the applications and eon-
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sider the reedf. of the various applicants.
The present method of distribution is fair.
I myself wvanted a huge quantity of netting,
and after a year I got five coils for the
erection of sheepyards on a Mtation. I am
the sole director of the eom},.any that sold
me the netting, hut I did not receive pre-
fereidtial treatment over other customers.

Ron. G. FRASER: I oppose the amend-
ment for the reasons advanced by M1r. For-
rest and Mr. Craig. Mr. Forrest told us
that his portion of the State has not had
any fencing wire for years.

Hon. R. M. Forrest: I said very little.

Hon. G. FRASER; The reason is that
the wire has not been controlled. I also
oppose the suggestion that the wire should
he distributed according to priority. The
method to be adopted should be to distri-
bute it to those must in need.

Hon. R. 3f. Forrest: How would you
find that out?

Hon. L. Craig: It is utterly impossible.

Hon. G. FRASER: Would the hon. mem-
ber suggest that because someone made an
application for a house ten years ago he
should get it even though some other person
were in greater need of it?

Hon. A. Thomson: Yes, why not?

Hon. G. FRASER: If he were living in
a house, should he he given preference over
someone living on a hack verandah or in a
caravanI

Hon. A. THOMSON: Could the MIinister
give the Committee an assurance that if this
provision remained in the Bill it would en-
sure a greater supply of fencing material?
What wvould it cost to import fencing mate-
rial fromn Great Britain?

Hon. L. Craig: About four times as
much.

Hion. A. THOM.%SON: What would it cost
to import it from Belgium? We imported
steel from Belgium hefore the war. If
fencing material is to be controlled, it wvill
mean an increase in the number of persons
to he employed in the deportment. The
supply' is held up beause the rvalminers
and steelworkers in the Eastern States ore
not producing as they should be. Even so,
there is the difficulty of obtaining shipping
space. I hope the Committee will agree
to the amendment.

lion. H. L. ROCHIE: I think Mr. Thomi-
s on must cherish the illusion that we are
depending upon Eastern States manufac-
turers for wire netting, but we have been
entirely dependent for our supplies on the
local mranufacturer.3. A question was asked
shout English and Belgian wire. Some
time ago I had English wire quoted at £100
a ton. I do not know what the price of
Australian wire is today, but at that timew
it wis about £E23 a ton.

Hon. H. M. Forrest: It is more than that.

lion. H. L. ROCHEi: I could not say
what it is now. I ordered a limited amount
of English wire) and was subsequently told
there was none available but that I could
have Belgian wire at £120 a ton. That was
more than I was prepared to pay. I do not
suggest that if this amendment is defeated
and the provision remains as printed, any
more wire will he produced, but there will
be a better check on distribution. To some
extent I agree with Mr. Fraser that Mr.
Forrest and -Mr. Craig made out a strong
case in favour of the provision in the Bill.
On the face of things, the giving of priority
in accordance with the date on which orders
are placed cannot work out equitably, be-
cause more urgent cases arise subsequently.
Under that provision, the man who has had
his order in for the longest time receives
consideration. I do not think it is the Gov-
ernment's intention to continue this control
longer than it must. The Bill itself pro-
vides for a period of only 12 months. If
the Government is going to build uip that
big staff of which Mr. Thomson is afraid, it
will have to get a move on. I do not think
this Government, or ainy Government, will
look forward to renewing thes? eonirols,
particuAlarly if supplies improve.

The HONORARY MI1NISTER FOR
A(GRICVLTIIEE:- I cannot see eye to eye
with *Mr. Craig when hie advocates that a
man who has; had an order in for four or
ive years should take precedence over a
man who 'happen,; to b~e a new settler and
lhas no fencing at all. The man with the
greatest need should have priority. I will
give an assurance that the Government will
not Order the control of any wire netting
or reneing material if it finds the difficul-
ties arc too great and that such control will
iuot do any good, or if it finds that the ex-
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pense is too great Or the job is too big for
it, as has been suggested. I discussed iritl
Mr. [inton the matter of including fencing
material. He said it would be a pretty
tough job but he would stand up to it. He
is a very sick man and I doubt whether he
will be the one to exercise the control;
though I hope he is. The point is that we
want this power in order to exercise it if
we deemn that step necessary.

lion. H. TUCKEY, I do not think tbis
control is justified. It would be impossible
for any one man to sort out the deserving
cases amongst those desiring wire. I do
not know a farmer who does not require
some. All over the Commonwealth a simi-
lar position exists, and I have Met Many
farmers in the other States who have told
me that the position is worse there than
here. To say the legislation would be re-
quired for only one year is silly. It will
he many yeors before we can expect to oh-
taun any great quantity of fencing mate-
rials. I venture to say the time will come,
unless something. is done to speed up pro-
dluction, whben farmers will have to sell their
stock because their fences w'ill not hold them
in. The Honorary Minister spoke of new
settlers, but I think we should look after
those we have. I agree, we need new settlers
but it is no good if we cannot give thenm
wire with which to fence their land.

Ron. R. M. FORREST: I hope the Come-
mittee will delete the reference to fencing
wire. There are 10,000 orders for fencing
material and how priorities are to he estab-
lished I do not know. Mr. Craig's idea is
the best; namely, that priority should go to
the person who first submitted his order.
If a man placed an order three years ago, ho
is entitled to some wire in preference to a
mar' who has only recently made applica-
tion. The firms are making a very equitable
distribution, and if the present system is
departed from, severe injustice will be d]one
to farmers and pastoralists.

Ainendnient l)ut and a division taken with
the following- reslt:-

Ayes
Noes

Majority for

12

Hon. JL.,,Craig Honio.. J. l. Cunniha Hon
Hion. H. A. C.Unie. Hon.it... fl. 3,. Forrest Ho.
Hon Sir Frank Gibson Hon.
Hon. H. Hearn H..

Hon,
Hon.
Hon.
Heon.
Has.
no..

0. F. Baxter
G. Bennett,
E. AL. Davies
G. Fraser
E. H. Gray
E. M. Heenan

Noss

W. J. Mann
G. W. Miive

C H. Sirnp.on
A. Thomson
H. XC. Wiatson
H1. Tuckey

(Te Her.)

Hon. L. A. Logan
Hon. A. L. Laten
Hon. H. L. Roehe
Hon. G. B. Wood
Hon. H. J. Hoylen

(Teller.)

Para.
Ayz. I No.

Han. J. 0. Hislop Be.o. H. S. W. Parker

Amendment thus passed.

The CHAIRMAN: I draw attention to
Subelause (0). Where new fencing material
is referred to in that subelause, it will be
consequentially amended.

Clause, as amended, agreed to.

Clauses 8 to 14, First Schedule-agreed
to.

Second Schedule:
Hon. H. K. WATSON: I take it the

definition of conmnercial motor vehicle will
be consequentially amended in view of the
amendment made to the definition of "motor
vehicle."

The CHAIRMAN: I think the amend-
meat should be moved. It does not appear
to me to be consequential.

Ron. H. K. WATSON: Very well. I
move an amendment-

That in line 1 of the definition of f'corn
mercial motor vehicle'' after the word
''vehicle'' the words ''of a capacity not ex-
ceeding one ton'' ho inserted.

Amendment put and passed; the schedule
as amended, agreed to.

Third Schedule:

Hon. H. K. WATSON: I move aun
amendment-

That in line 1 of thme definition of ''motor
car'' after the word ''vehicle'' the words ''of
over 12 horsepower'' be inserted.

Amendment put and passed; the schedule,
as amended, agreed to.

Title-agreed to.

11 Bill reported with amendments and the
- report adopted.
1

- House adjourned at 11.33 p.m.


